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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: THERE IS NO END TO THE “GRADING PROBLEM” 


Harry E. Salyards 


Basic Premises: 

1 . Greed drives the “grading problem.” 

2. There is no end to greed. 

3. Therefore, there is no end to the “grading problem.” 

How many times have we veteran collectors heard it?— that somebody-or-other’s new 
system will solve the “grading problem.” From a spate of coin design-based grading guides 
beginning in the ‘50s, through the ANA Grading Board proposals of the ‘70s, past slabs in the 
‘80s and ‘90s, every step has been ballyhooed as “the solution.” Well friends, there is no 
solution— because there’s always money to be made “on the margin”: whether that involved 
cheating just a hair on the line drawing standards in Brown & Dunn, or peddling coins with ANA 
grading certificates issued during months when their standards were particularly lax, or playing the 
“crackout” game in slabs: if someone could make an extra ten bucks, or a hundred, or ten 
thousand, because he could sell the higher grade to willing money , he would— and did— and still 
does. 


If what we call “grading” were really about grading (rather than about pricing), the words 
used would be true to the language-that is, straightforward and reflecting their generally accepted 
meaning— and the numbers used would be proportionate to some objective measure. Neither is 
true! “Fine” ordinarily implies excellence, as in “This is a fine example of a period binding,” or 
“This Victorian armoire is in fine condition.” But “Fine” as applied to a coin today means the coin 
is anything but fine! A century or more ago, a coin called “Fine” implied a very nice example of a 
lightly-wom specimen. But over the intervening decades, as coin prices have risen (and economic 
incentives have risen with them), “Fine” has been reduced to a couple of notches above ‘slick,’ 
elbowed downward by a slug of interpositions: Very Fine, Choice Very Fine, Extremely Fine, 
Choice Extremely Fine, “XF/AU,” AU, Choice AU, and Borderline Unc.— hairsplitting predicated 
on squeezing more dollars out of the potential customer. It’s about commerce , not grading! 

And then along came numbers. At least in devising the system we’re now saddled with, 
Sheldon was “up front” about it: the numbers were shorthand for relative value , not relative wear. 
Think about it: an EF-40 is not one-third worn away from an MS-60, and a VF-20 is not two- 
thirds worn away. The intervals were predicated on the relative prices of early date large cents, 
period. If we were to attempt to use numbers as objective descriptors, we’d say things like “75% 
of original luster remains in the fields,” which might equal a conservative AU coin— or “25% luster 
remains around devices,” which might equal a conservative EF. And yet, lacking the technology 
to specifically make such measurements, in comparison with some established standard, even these 
would remain subjective descriptions. What we have, as it is, are a string of numbers which get 
closer together as the prices they represent get farther apart! (You may reasonably expect to buy an 
EF-45 for one-third more than an EF-40; but you may pay three times as much for an MS-64 as an 
MS-63.) And yet they imply such precision! Therefore, particularly under plastic, they have 
solidly seduced that segment of the coin-buying public that can’t or won’t learn to evaluate each 
piece on its own merits. They’re a marketing coup — nothing more. 

If you’re a relatively new collector, you may find this discussion of grading, with all its 
irreducible uncertainties, intimidating. I know I did— and the field has gotten more complex, not 
less, over the past quarter century. As a result, you’ll tend to make mistakes, because you’ll be 
too intimidated to challenge some veteran seller on his grading— ”It doesn’t quite look like an EF to 
me,” you’ll think, “but I guess he knows a lot more about it than I do.” Yes, he does-and if he’s 
working the margin, he wants you to fall right into that pattern of rationalization. Don’t ! Look at 
all the coins you can; compare and contrast the standards of different graders and grading services; 
then gradually formulate your own standards, and stick to ‘em ! That’s your personal answer to the 
“grading problem.” 
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Mintage Estimates and the Problem of Survivorship 

Craig Sholley 

In last November’s issue of F-JV , Red Henry raised some points regarding the mintage estimates 
for the 1795 - 1797 cents and the estimated survivorship for each of those years. As Red pointed 
out, the mintage estimates show wide variances when the percentage of survivors is calculated 
for each of these years, and this led him to question the validity of the estimates. 

However, these variances are not just limited to the aforementioned years, but occur throughout 
the series. For example, if you use 4000 each for the Rls as suggested by Red, and the upper 
limit for the rest of the rarity levels, you’ll come up with a survivorship percentages of around 
0.57% for 1800, 1.9% for 1801, and 0.86% for 1802. As we can see, there are very wide 
variances in the survivorship percentage. 

Also, the percentages for 1800 and 1802 seem too low, so an average of 4000 each for the Rls is 
probably too low an estimate for these years. Now we could use 5000 or 6000 as an average for 
the Rls in order to get the percentages for 1800 and 1802 up to more believable figures, but that 
really isn’t worthwhile because all we’re doing is playing with guesses in order to get a number 
we expect. 

This illustrates a big problem with survivorship - no one really knows how many coins there are 
for any of the R1 varieties of any date (or the R2s - R4s for that matter). So, for any R1 there 
could be 2100 or 4000 or 6000, or whatever. No one really knows. In fact, some Rls may be 
R2s, some R2s may be Rls, and so on. Again, no one really knows. 

Attempting to “average out” this uncertainty by saying that 4000 or 6000 would seem to be a 
pretty good guess for the “average Rl” doesn’t work either. First, we have no basis for such a 
guess since there is no data on which to base such a guess. Secondly, as we can see from both 
Red’s examples and those above, while 4000 or 6000 may “work” for one date, it isn’t 
necessarily valid for any other. This would tend to indicate that there is such a high variance 
from date to date that there is no such thing as an “average” Rl , or R2, etc. 

This lack of surety in the numbers has led me to half-jokingly refer to survivorship estimates as 
“imaginary numbers” (pun intended)! 

Also, not only do we not know what the survivorship numbers really are in the first place, but 
the percentage of survivors does vary from year to year. 

Two examples, with which most collectors should be familiar, illustrate this variance quite well. 
The 192 ID and 193 ID dimes, both have very similar mintages, yet the 2 ID is far scarcer. And 
the 190 IS and 191 3S quarters present an even more interesting case as the 01 S has about twice 
the mintage of the later and yet is far scarcer. I could present many other examples, but the point 
is clear: survivorship is not a constant, it varies from year to year. 
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Simply put, the number of survivors is mainly based on pure luck and any given variety or year 
can have virtually any number. Furthermore, the number of survivors is not directly proportional 
to the original mintage - i.e., coins with a higher mintage do not necessarily have more survivors 
than those with a lower mintage. 

As can be seen from the foregoing, the “problem” of discrepancies in percentage survivorship is 
really an induced artifact resulting from the mistaken assumptions that the survivorship numbers 
are reasonably sound and that the percentage should be fairly constant. 

Red concluded his article by raising several speculative questions in an attempt to resolve these 
apparent discrepancies. Although the discrepancies, and thus the questions, fall away in light of 
the inherent fallibility of survivorship estimates, two of the points raised do provide for some 
interesting discussion. 

Regarding the 1795 PE and 1796 Liberty Cap cents. Red posed the question as to whether there 
could have been a significant mixing of 100,000 or more 95s with the 96s. While there may have 
been some mixing, factors concerning the striking and delivery of these cents preclude mixing to 
this extent. 

First is the fact that the Mint had only one cent press. While this is alluded to in other records, 
the “Mint Report” for 1806 (dated January 1, 1807) is especially definitive in this regard. In this 
report. Mint Director Robert Patterson stated: “/t will be observed that but little has been done in 
the coinage of copper during the last year. This was owing to the cent press requiring a new 
screw and other repairs...'". 

Therefore, in order to strike the 96s, the 1795 dies had to be removed from the press and returned 
to the die locker. The dies for the new coinage had to be likewise retrieved from the die locker, 
installed, and the press set up for striking. This in itself limits the amount of mixing that could 
have taken place. 

Secondly, the 100,000 figure proposed by Red is inconsistent with the delivery figures. 100,000 
cents represents about 1 0 days worth of work (cents were coined at a rate of around 1 0,000 per 
day according to Elias Boudinofs 1795 report). However, the delivery figures show that the 
Mint was not retaining a large number of cents in the coining room at this time since the 
deliveries were very regular and do not show more than about two days mintage being delivered 
at any one time. 

These factors limit the possible mixing to about a day’s worth, or about 10,000 1795s mixed in 
with the 96s. 

Red also raised the question as to possible variations in die life. On this point, there is no 
question in my mind that the die life was quite variable. 

While this may seem to be inconsistent with my use of average die life figures, it is not. These 
figures are an arithmetical average. As such they are not meant to express that any individual die 
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lasted for the average life, but rather that one could expect to achieve an average of around 
45,000 strikes per die over a number of dies. 

Also, in developing the mintage estimates I did, of course, consider “die chaining” evidence 
which shows that one obverse was often paired with two or more reverses, and vice versa. This 
evidence suggests that the die life range was around 15,000 to 65,000 strikes per die. (Of course, 
some obverses would have failed at or near the lower end of this range and some would have 
lasted to the upper end, the same being true for the reverses. And, one or two dies per year could 
have been very defective and failed quite early. Likewise, one or two “super dies” could have 
lasted a little beyond 65,000 strikes.) 

The fact that these “multiple pairings” are about equal for both obverses and reverses and from 
year to year for the period in question shows that this was a natural variation inherent to the steel. 
Not only does this cast further doubt on the “super steel” implication of the Breen mintage 
estimates, but it also lends support to the conclusion that the die life for this period was about the 
same. It likewise shows that there was no discernible effect on die life from the change to the 
Draped Bust design. 

As an interesting side point, the wide range in die life is due to the type of steel in use at the time, 
which was called “blister” steel. As I discussed in my March 1996 F-fV article on die steel, due 
to the manufacturing process, blister steel suffered from a number of defects such as inclusions, 
unconverted iron, and variations in carbon content. These defects of course made their way into 
the forged die bodies and resulted in the variation in individual die life. 

It was this variation in die life which caused the Mint to rather urgently seek another type of die 
steel and having found the superior English cast steel which eliminated these defects, began 
changing over to this type of steel in 1799. 

ROD BURRESS, EAC # 109 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, OH, 45215 513-771-0696 

FOR SALE 

#4 Soft jeweler's brush $8.50 each 

Jeweler's tissue 4X4 inch sheets box of 1000 $7.50 pkg of 250 $2.50 

Xylol 4oz bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $3.00 
Acetone 4oz bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $3.00 
Wooden stick Q-tips $4.50 per 500 $8.50 per 1000 

Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner - HAVE SMALL QTY $13.00 EACH 2 OZ . BOTTLE 
Cast Iron Notary Seal Machine converted to make aluminum foil pressings 

small size $32.00 

Notary Machine -unconverted- for the do-it-yourselfer SMALL SIZE $16 
Double Row Coin Storage Box For 2x2 holders 14 inches long 
premium quality heavy duty .103 wgt pasteboard color red $4.25 ea 
Heavy Duty 281b. 2X2 Coin Envelopes colors gray, brown, or white 
pkg of 100 $2.75 box of 500 $12.00 box of 800 $17.00 

Cotton Liners 100 percent soft cotton flannel interior Fit inside 
standard 2X2 envelopes Send SASE for sample ' $22.00 per hundred 
VIGOR lOX Triplet magnifying glass very high quality optics - best glass 
on market to my knowledge for its size and price 
extra wide 13/16 inch lens aplanatic, achromatic $39.00 ea with cord 

Attribution guide for matron head cents 1816-1835 $4.00 approx 37 pgs 

Add $3.75 per order($4.50 for Western States) for shipping. Shipping by 
UPS - you must give a street address, not deliverable to PO BOX 
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LATER PEDIGREES OE THE THOMAS HALL LARGE CENTS 

PART THREE 

Edward Weeks+ and Robert Vail 


+deceased December 4, 1998. 


67 

S-50 

Short Bust / Detached Lower Lock / Closed Wreath. 
CC #5 

1794 

VF30 

J.C. Barnes 6/1901 - Dr. Thomas Hall - Virgil M. Brand - 
New Netherlands Coin Co. 59:1 199 - Eugene Exman 


$10.50 




68 

S-73 

Lettered Edge / Hyphen Variety. 

1795 


David Prosky 5/1895 - Dr. Thomas Hall 


$2.50 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 


69 

S-78 

Plain Edge / ONE CENT Central. 

1795 


No Record. 



Plate not available 

Plate not available 
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70 

S-76b 

Plain Edge / Single Leaves / ONE CENT High. 

1795 


C.T. Whitman:832 - Dr. Thomas Hall 


Unknown 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 


71 

S-80 

Jefferson Head / Plain Edge. 

1795 


Seavey - Lorin G. Parmelee - Dr. Thomas Hall 


$25.00 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 


72 

S-75 

Lettered Edge / Double Leaf on Right. 

1795 


B.H. Collins 7/1897 - Dr. Thomas Hall 


$50.00 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 
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73 

S-81 

Pole Attached to Bust / Double Leaf Under N in UNITED. 

1796 


Hollis Page - Dr. Thomas Hall - Virgil M. Brand - 6/44 - J.P. Randall - Geiss:25 


Unknown 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 


74 

S-86 

Low 6 / Ghost Leaf Under First T in STATES. 

1796 


No Record. 


Unknown 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 


Closest Date / 6 in Drapery. 


75 


S-119 


Dr. Thomas Hall - Virgil M. Brand - 6/44 - J.P. Randall - Geiss:30 - T. James Clarke:43 


1796 


$15.00 
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76 

S-104 

LIHERTY / Triple Leaf Under O in OF. 

1796 


No Record. 


Unknown 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 


77 

S-139 

Fraction Bar Connected to Right Ribbon. 

1797 


George C. Arnold 7/1900 - Dr. Thomas Hall 


Unknown 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 


78 

S-120a 

Plain Edge - Wide Date / Single Leaves. 

1797 


Lorin G. Parmelee 1/30/1893 - Dr. Thomas Hall - Virgil M. Brand - J. Kelly 8/1941 - 
Thomas L. Gaskill - New Netherlands Coin Co. (PVT) 1 1/1956 - Dorothy I. Paschal 


$15.00 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 
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79 

S-135 

Upper Serif of B in LIBERTY Missing / Six Berries on Either Side. 

1797 


Dr. Thomas Hall - Virgil M. Brand - New Netherlands Coin Co. (PVT) 


Unknown 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 


80 

S-121b 

Close Date / Defective B in LIBERTY / Gripped Edge. 

1797 


No Record. 


Unknown 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 


81 

S-134 

Period Before Throat. 

1797 


Dr. Hall - Virgil Brand - New Netherlands Coin Co. (PVT) — Stack’s 4/2/1955:400 - 
Schwartz: 152 - Gildred 


Unknown 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 
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82 

S-126 

Both Tops of 7 Touch Drapery. 
CC#3 

1797 

AU55 

Hollis Page - Dr. Thomas Hall - Virgil M. Brand - New Netherlands Coin Co. (PVT) - 
C. Douglas Smith 1/1957 - Dr. William H. Sheldon - R.E. Naftzger, Jr. - Eric Streiner - 
Dr. Phil Ralls 


Unknown 





# 



83 

S-152 

Wider Overdate. 

1798 


Dr. Thomas Hall - Virgil M. Brand 


Unknown 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 


Vertical Crack in Right Field. 


84 


S-176 


1798 


AU50 


CC#1 (Listed as AU 55) 

Cleneay:1814 - Dr. Thomas Hall - Virgil M. Brand - T. James Clarke - J.H. Payne - 
Dr. William H. Sheldon - R.E. Naftzger, Jr. - Eric Streiner - Thomas D. Reynolds 


$10.75 
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85 

S-157 

Fused Denticles / Wide Fraction. 

1798 


No Record. 


Unknown 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 


86 

S-166 or 
S-167 

Whisker Variety. 

1798 


No Record. 


Unknown 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 


87 

S-169 

8 High and Left / Short Fraction Bar. 

1798 


George C. Arnold 6/1900 - Dr. Thomas Hall - Virgil M. Brand 


Unknown 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 
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88 

S-148 

Horned 9. 

1798 


No Record. 


Unknown 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 


89 

1798 ? 


1798 


Morey 3/1903 - Dr. Thomas Hall 


Unknown 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 
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91 

1799 

S-189 

Perfect Date / Close Date. 

CC #2 (Tied with two others.) 

VF30 

Mickley:1975 - Lorin G. Parmelee - Dr. William H. Sheldon 6/1876:1765 - 
M.A. Brown:784 - Charles Steigerwalt - H.P. Martin - Dr. Thomas Hall - Virgil M. Brand - 
Abe Kosoff - J.G. Macallister - Holmes:1415 - Lelan Rogers - Lester Merkin 1 1/1965:57 - 
Lelan Rogers - Stack’s 1 1/1995:1028 

$25.00 


0 


92 

1800 

S-192 

Overdate / Fraction Bar Slants Down to Right. 
CC#1 

MS 63 

Jenks:717 - Merritt:133 - Montayne:324 - Winsor:864 - Dr. Thomas Hall - Virgil M. Brand 
- A.C. Fritz - Fed Coin Exchange FPL’52 - Harold Bareford 9/1985 - Herman Halpem - 
R.E. Naftzger, Jr. - Eric Streiner 

$20.50 


9 


93 

1800 ? 




No Record. 


1800 





Unknown 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 
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94 

S-221 

Corrected Fraction. 

1801 


Charles Steigerwalt 4/1900 


$1.15 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 


Blunt I’s / Denominator 1 00. 


95 


S-224 


1800 


CC #2 (Tied with one other.) 

Winsor;869 - Dr. Thomas Hall - Virgil M. Brand - New Netherlands Coin Co. (PVT) - 
AU 55 Harold Bareford - Herman Halpem - Stack’s 3/1988:198 


Unknown 



96 

S-213 

Four Wavy Cracks Before Face. 

1801 


No Record. 


Unknown 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 
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MORE THOUGHTS ON THE ’36 HALF CENT 

Ken Cable 


Craig Shelley’s comments regarding the use of the steam press (November P-W) now 
elicit additional points of confusion, primarily with regard to the mintage of the 1836 half cent. 
The key point I made in my comparison of the 1836 First Restrike (1836 FR) with the 1836 
Originals is that the differences are minimal. The only “diagnostics” that seem to distinguish the 
1836 FR are knife rims and die buckling. However, the buckling is very slight, in fact, nothing like 
that I have seen on numerous business strike 1 837-40 Seated half dimes and dimes, which 
were certainly coined on the steam press. And in fact there is an earlier die state of the 1 836 FR 
variety that does not exhibit this buckling. 

In Mr. Sholley’s reference to the 1 836 Mint Report, while the source reads, “all the copper 
coins have been struck by the press,” Mr. Sholley concludes that “copper coins” can only mean 
the cent and not the half cent. While it is true that no business strike half cents were issued dated 
1836, it is believed that most, if not all, of the 398,000 or so 1835 half cents were coined in 1836. 
Earlier editions of the “Redbook” seem to bear this theory out. And I have seen 1835 half cents 
with uniform and strong strikes and high, sharp rims, suggestive of possible use of a steam press. 
So perhaps 1 835-dated half cents (and possibly some cents) were coined on the steam press, 
depending on when in 1836 they were struck. But the big question is, is there anything that 
would have precluded experimentation with the steam press by producing a few dozen 
specimen strike half cents, perhaps around the time the Thonnelier press was being 
demonstrated with the debut medalets, or perhaps on the subsequent press that was “not yet 
finished” on March 1, 1837? Namely 1 835-dated proof half cents with sharper rims than the 
Originals struck on the screw press?! Perhaps as many as 100 or 120 pieces could have been 
run off (especially considering that about 42 are known to exist today). 

Mr. Sholley alludes to the fact that there is no connection between Franklin Peale and the 
“Midnight Minters.” I agree, mainly because I know that Franklin Peale retired from the Mint in 
1854, which was before this scandal took place. So the question is, why is the 1836 First 
Restrike designated as “C-PR1” and “C-PRIa,” the “P” standing for Peale? As I mentioned in my 
September article, I believe this to be a misclassification. 

Re: the “direct connection” between the 1831 and 1836 First Restrikes and Braided Hair 
Restrikes, all of my research to date leads me to believe that the temporal “connection” was for 
the obverses only, that the 1 836 reverse die was lost and never relocated during 1 858-60 when 
those proofs traditionally known as Restrikes were coined. For the longest time (and for 30+ 
years in the “Redbook”), the 1836 Restrike referred to was what we today classify as the Second 
Restrike, and the First Restrike was surely marketed as an Original. The supposed “die chain 
evidence” that Mr. Sholley refers to is not really evidence but mere speculation on the part of 
Breen. And even if it were true that the 1836 reverse was known to have been used to coin 
Restrikes which were in design exact clones of the Original, there is no way one can conclude 
that sharp rims and die buckling are substantive “evidence” of striking at a much later time than 
the Original. In this light, I agree with Rick Coleman’s statement that strike diagnostics alone are 
not grounds to classify a proof half cent as a Restrike, as Breen had done in numerous instances, 
such as with the so-called “Series VII Restrikes” that Coleman refers to in his “Breen Effect” 
article of November. 
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97 

S-223 

Blunt I’s/ Fraction 1/000. 

CC #7 (Tied with two others.) 



Morey 1 1/1900 - Dr. Thomas Hall - Virgil M. Brand - New Netherlands Coin Co. (PVT) - 

1801 

EF 45 

Harold Bareford - Herman Halpem - Stack’s 3/1988:196 


$11.50 








98 

S-222 

Blunt 1 ’s / Fraction Bar Too Far Left. 

1801 


No Record. 


Unknown 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 


99 

S-228 

Fraction 1/000. 

1802 


Charles Steigerwalt 4/1900 - Dr. Thomas Hall 


Unknown 

Plate not available 

Plate not available 
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I close with a mystery question; “When was the 1836 FR coined?” Were they all 
minted at the same time? While there is credence to the theory that this coin was struck during or 
shortly after 1836, there is also the possibility that it was struck even later than 1860! Certain 
sources indicate that Henry Linderman, who was Snowden’s successor, destroyed all remaining 
proof half cent dies in 1869, including possibly that for the 1836 FR. I recently came across 
printed matter that suggests that the 1836 FR could have been coined “possibly as late as 1876” 
(still during the tenure of Linderman). So here is a multiple-choice question, and you have 10 
choices, of which there may be more than one correct answer: 

a) 1836(F. Peale) 

b) 1837 

C) 1838-40 

d) 1841-49 

e) 1850-57 

f) 1 858-60 (T. Eckfeldt, Snowden) 

g) 1861-67 

h) 1868-69 (Linderman) 

i) 1870-76 

j) 1 877 or later 

Please send your suggested answers in to P-W . 


COMMENTS ON THE ONGOING NEW JERSEY COPPERS CONDITION CENSUS 

Buell Ish 

I want to publicly thank and praise Ray Williams for his condition census of New Jersey 
copper, variety Maris 6-C, published in the September 15, 1998 issue. I feel he made some wise 
choices that made a valuable article possible on a variety of medium rarity. The direction he 
chose will serve those of us who collect these coins very well. We can now look fon/vard to data 
on all the many varieties that are more common than R5. I believe it was clear that the method 
pioneered by John Griffee would not result in meaningful data if applied to more common 
varieties. I like how Ray only included coins reported to him by collectors. This will keep the data 
clean and suitable for comparison once other varieties are done. I also like how the coins are 
grouped by grade rather than ranked. A good photo of both the obverse and reverse of the 
variety was also a great idea. This will make the article of interest to a broader group than just 
those of us who carry a mental picture of 6-C around in our heads. This is a great start on a huge 
project. The project of the R1 through R4 varieties is at least as big as that of the rarer varieties. 

I expect there will be those who would rather have all the varieties done as previous varieties 
were done. Ray correctly saw the difficulty and futility in this. 

The method pioneered by John Griffee works well for R8, R7, and R6 varieties. 
Unfortunately however, the less rare a coin is, (even the R6’s and especially with R5’s) a 
significant bias to overstate the population shows up. This is because the Griffee method is really 
two methods commingled. First of all it is a list of coins reported in collections, and second it is a 
list of auction appearances. These two lists are merged to the extent that pedigrees are known. 
This works fairly well for the rarest and better grade pieces, because 
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pedigrees for such items tend to be maintained and because they tend to be plated in auction 
catalogs. These factors diminished with lower grade and lower rarity. Notice how long some of 
the pedigree lists are for a few of the high grade coins. Is it really reasonable to believe that all of 
the G and VG coins have really changed hands only once? That all these unplated auction 
appearances represent individual coins? I feel, like many, that many of the auction appearances 
listed are simply additional appearances of coins elsewhere on the list. Generally, there is not the 
possibility of matching up coins to their pedigree because most such auction appearances don’t 
include plates or weights. 

Were I doing the project, I probably would not commingle the lists. I would make one list 
of coins reported in collections. I would include in it coins that I didn’t know only if the pedigree 
was so well documented that no possibility of duplication existed. Then I would make a second 
list. This second list would be auction appearances that couldn’t be attributed for certain to the 
first list. These auction appearances could be either additional auction appearances of coins on 
the first list, or they could be additional coins. 

The advantage of such a two list method is that it would more clearly convey what the 
researcher had discovered. The number on the first list would represent the minimum number of 
specimens that might now exist. The number of the two lists added together would represent a 
maximum number of coins reported or sold publicly. Of course not all coins have been 
discovered, attributed, and sold publicly yet. 

The Griffee method reveals relative rarity rather than absolute rarity. While the method 
likely overstates the number of coins extant, it is extremely valuable when it comes to deciding 
how two varieties compare in terms of rarity. I generally believe, for example, that a variety that 
goes up to 22 items listed is rarer than one with say 30 on the list. If the numbers are closer than 
that, then I’m less sure which variety is really the rarer. 

Back to my original topic of the condition census for Maris 6-C by Ray Williams. Such 
varieties would be impossible to do via the original Griffee method. As a beginning collector, this 
was very depressing to me. I did not own a single variety that was rare enough to have been 
studied by John Griffee. A different method was necessary if R4’s and more common varieties 
were to be included in the survey. Had Ray tried to use the original method. I'm sure he would 
have found an unmanageable number of unplated auction appearances for 6-C. The list would 
have given people the wrong impression about the rarity of the variety. Instead Ray chose to do 
something not very different from what I above referred to as the "first list.” Ray’s method shows 
that 68 collectors have a total of 34 6-C’s in their collections. And the grades of those pieces are 
shown. Ray made an excellent choice, in my opinion, by deciding to group the coins by grade. 
On the one hand, getting them in exact order would be impossible. And on the other hand, what 
purpose does it really serve? Is it really that important to know that you have the 1®*, 2"'* or 3^*^ 
nicest VF? Ray’s time is better spent starting the next variety rather than trying to decide if my 
coin in my safe deposit box in Seattle is nicer than a coin in a safe deposit box in New England. 
And if your coin does not appear, the remedy is simple. Send Ray a list of your holdings. 

As with the Griffee method, this method does not result in absolute rarity data. Rather, it 
will reveal relative rarity and relative rarity of coins in certain states of preservation. When this will 
get really interesting, is when he does other varieties. And the nice part is that he will be able to 
do them - even for R3, R2, and R1 varieties. He will be able to do them because he chose a 
manageable method that results in valuable data. And 
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one of the big reasons that it is valuable, is that Ray has data the rest of us don’t have. 
He has been entrusted with information about what most New Jersey collectors have in 
their safe deposit boxes. (And if you know Ray, you know that there is not another 
person in the collecting fraternity that would take the safeguarding of such information 
more seriously than Ray.) 

I would strongly encourage all with New Jersey collections to participate in the 
survey. I would also like to take this opportunity to publicly thank John Griffee and Ray 
Williams for the additional enjoyment they have brought to the collecting of New Jersey 
coppers for me personally. 


************* 


COOL COLONIAL COPPER CREATIONS — WHO, WHY 

Bob Bowser 

C4: NO, THIS IS NOT WHAT YOU THINK. This is not the C4 organization, 

but the cool coppers for this subject are those “Forgotten Coppers,” as some have 
called them, or the contemporary counterfeits of British and North American origins. 
These were contemporary when all other copper issues of the US Mint were first being 
dispersed in the East Coast states; but these coppers were more prominent in the 
western PA and the CT Western Reserve. A large hoard of early counterfeits and 
original British pieces (or regal coppers) was unearthed in 1975 near Philadelphia when 
constructing the I-95 highway. 

The provenance and history of these issues make them, for many, curiosities; but 
it’s very evident from published sources that they relate closely to America’s state 
coppers and the Conder tokens from Britain and Ireland. Some North American 
varieties of what are called “Blacksmith Tokens” are even muled with U.S. Hard Times 
Tokens. For those who have only a moderate or sketchy understanding of this 
connection. I’ll relate some of the facts and references, and for my purposes I’ll relate 
the curious nature of a type of these known as “Evasion Coppers.” 

The “Why” begins with the British monetary polices in colonial times, particularly 
in the 17*^, and 19*^ Centuries. The subject is well wrought in the Seaby ltd. 
Publication, The Nineteenth Century Token Coinage of Great Britain. Ireland. The 
Channel Island and The Isle of Man . It relates that, during the periods prior to the 1 672 
coinage restrictions in England, and during the whole of the 18*^ Century coining 
activity, the shortage of small change for daily use was totally ignored by rulers and 
officials. The merchants of the times chose not to suffer under the forced barter 
conditions of the times. Thus, many coined currencies were issued to accommodate 
daily exchange and trade. Some manufactories and enterprising folk inevitably chose to 
profit by the creation of small and lightweight imitations and tokens. Additionally, as 
related by William Anton in his recent summary work on these forgotten coppers, A 
Catalogue of the Copper Coinage of Great Britain, Ireland. British Isles and Colonies by 
D. T. Batty, and C. Wyllys Bett’s Nineteenth Century Counterfeit Half 
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Pence Current in The American Colonies both provided a similar story of trade and 
coining policies of the British rulers. An American study by Eric P. Newman, “American 
Circulation or English and Bungtown Halfpence” provides a more current reference. 
Regardless of which reference we consult, the story is related the same way; as the 
tradesmen were starved for daily exchange currency, the frequency of spurious 
manufactured pieces being transported to the American Colonies was such that some 
estimate that three out of four pieces in circulation were imitations. In the period before 
and after the revolution the enterprising counterfeiters made poorly struck small and 
light examples to profit from the exchange. There are numerous varieties of these 
copper imitations, as well as sources related by Anton and Kesse in The Forgotten 
Coins of the North American Colonies published in 1992. They state that Batty in 
England had, at one time, 35,000 pieces, which included 585 varieties of the years 
1770-1787, in his collection. There are many other dates and varieties known of 
different periods and types. There was a need so great for these currencies in England 
and the colonies, that the general press stated that in the 1700’s that most coppers in 
use were counterfeit tokens, and these “Bungtown Coppers” were being discounted by 
merchants. The Royal Mint’s issues were not until later valued greater. All the sources 
and locations of manufacture are not known, but the most prolific and infamous are 
Machine Mills, NY and the related Mould - Atlee coinage depicted in the Red Book, and 
the London and Birmingham, England works of Wood, Morgan, Milton, William 
Lutwyche and Halliday. 

So that’s the “Why” and “Who” of their origin, but what about their curiosities and 
charm? It is for me, as many of you can relate, a labor of love to examine these two 
centuries’ old art objects and consider their charm, characteristics and, in this case, 
caricatures of Kings. The creators often made funny and obscurely political statements 
in the engravings, and the group of coppers most charming and creative for their 
political humor are termed “Evasion Coppers.” Those who created these coppers 
intended to evade the loosely construed and imposed counterfeiting laws by not 
exactly imitating the regal copper issues. These charmed the public with their popular 
political motifs and mimicry of unpopular Kings and left for us this legacy of political 
humor. The recent 1998 C4 Annual Auction (yes, the organization!) did have a focus in 
the evasion series and an important offering of 1785 counterfeits purportedly intended 
for colonial use. Some of the interesting ones were phrased “GUELIEMUS 

SHAKESPEAR,” “GEORGE FOR EVER,” “GEORGE RULED,” and “COLONEL KIRK.” 

For those of you who have a thirst for more information on these series there is a 
great WEB Site maintained by the University of Notre Dame Library with their collection 
coins as a nucleus of the photographic references and extensive book references. 
Check out the four British Evasion Coppers at http/fwww.nd.edu/- 

rarebook/index.html which were donated to the University in 1887. Then click on the 
“On-Line Exhibits”: Manager of the exhibits is Louis Jordon, phone (219) 631 - 5636. 
There’s a lot of this interesting and curious stuff out there from the era of American 
copper coin origins, more to come. 
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EAC CONVENTION - 1999 - CINCINNATI, OHIO 
April 15 -18, 1999 

Rod Burress 


The convention hotel for the 1999 EAC Convention will be the Drawbridge Convention 
Center, 2477 Royal Drive. Ft. Mitchell, KY 41017 (606 - 341 - 2800). This is a new street 
address, but the location is the same — 1-75 at Buttermilk Pike. (Kentucky toll free phone 1 - 
800 - 352 - 9866; outside of Kentucky toll free phone 1 - 800 - 354 - 9793). The Drawbridge 
has excellent convention facilities and has attractive room rates beginning at $55 single. EAC 
members are urged to stay at the Drawbridge if at all possible because the ultimate cost of our 
convention will depend on how many sleeping room nights we use . The Drawbridge is a very 
busy convention center, so you are encouraged to get your reservations in early. The $55 
garrison building rooms will probably fill up first. It is recommended that you use a credit card or 
send a check in advance to guarantee your reservation. See reservation card at the back of this 
Penny-Wise issue. Be sure to indicate you are coming for the EAC Convention. 

For those driving to Cincinnati, the Drawbridge is on 1-75 about six miles south of 
Cincinnati at the Buttermilk Pike exit. 1-75 and 1-71 are always under construction - try to avoid 
these during rush hours. The Drawbridge is a huge complex quite visible from the Interstate. 
For those flying to Cincinnati, the Greater Cincinnati International Airport is about 7 miles from 
the Drawbridge. There are courtesy vans available from the airport to (and from) the 
Drawbridge - phone 341 - 2800 upon arrival at the airport to arrange for pickup. Cab fare is 
about $10. 

The Drawbridge has over 500 sleeping rooms with indoor pool, tennis courts, sauna, 
whirlpool, exercise room, jogging trails (1-5 miles). There are 4 restaurants and 5 lounges of 
varying menus, gift shop, hair salon, and spirit shoppe with domestic and imported liquors. 
There are fast food restaurants within a 10 minute walk. The hotel reservation form at the back 
-of this issue shows the economy $55 room and the more upscale $78 room in the main 
building. There are also luxury rooms and suites available. 

AVAILABLE SIDE TRIPS 

The Kentucky Horse Park, located about an hour’s drive south on 1-75, is a unique park 
devoted to horses and horse racing. There is a large museum of the history of horse racing, 
over thirty breeds of horses on display, outdoor horse shows, and other features. Another 
possible side trip is to Shakertown, a center for antiques and crafts. Write or call March Wells 
for more information. The Drawbridge has a tourist attraction of its own - the Oldenburg 
Brewery, a 1 920’s - style operating German brewery located in the Drawbridge complex. There 
is a museum of beer memorabilia, tours of the brewery process, a German bakery, and a beer 
pub with live entertainment. For those who like shopping, the Florence Mall has many major 
department stores and specialty shops. It is about fifteen minutes south on 1-75. The Cincinnati 
Zoo is well worth a visit. It is a world class zoo - for example; it is the world leader in the 
birthing of baby gorillas (around 40!). 

March Wells will be the coordinator for outside activities. Contact him at: 

102A Sea Oats Drive, Juno Beach, FL 33408 (407) 775 - 1849 

THURSDAY EVENING “HAPPENINGS” 

On Thursday evening there will be a Colonial Happening, Half Cent Happening, and 
Large Cent Happening. For those unfamiliar with these events, the committees in charge of 
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these activities will announce certain dates, types, or varieties of colonials, half cents, and large 
cents to be featured at the Happenings. Members who attend are asked to bring those 
specimens from their own collections. All specimens are displayed on tables and there is 
discussion of die states, striking characteristics, pedigree, grading, and condition census, where 
applicable. 

EAC CONVENTION SCHEDULE 


Thursday, April 1 5 


4 p.m. 

5 p.m. 
7 p.m. 


(to 9:00 a.m. Friday) Security Room 
Hospitality Room; food and drink 
Happenings 

Dennis Wierzba 
71 Barstow Avenue 
Norwell, MA 02061 
(781)826-5697 

Greg & Lisa Heim 
PO Box 7652 

North Brunswick, NJ 08902 
(732) 297 - 8661 
Qlrheim@erols .com 

1999 LARGE CENT HAPPENING 

The following are the six varieties for this year’s EAC Large Cent Happening: 
1793 Sheldon~5 1835 Newcomb~11 


Colonial Coordinator; 


Half Cent Coordinators: 


1799 Sheldon~189 

1822 Newcomb~9 


1 846 Newcomb~1 3 

1847 Newcomb~23 


If you have any of these varieties, bring them to the Happening Thursday night. Condition is 
not important, as die state could make the coin more interesting than a high grade piece. 
So bring what you have and join in the fun. For questions or if you would like to be a 
monitor, contact: 

Jan Valentine 

2966 Soscol Avenue #76 
Napa, CA 94558 

Telephone: (707) 252 - 3383 

The 7:00 p.m. starting times may be staggered so that all three do not begin at the same 
time. 


Friday, April 16 


8 a.m. 


9 a.m. 
5:30 p.m. 

Bourse Chairman; 


Set up Bourse and Exhibits 
Bourse Room and Security Room opens to dealers 
with tables and exhibitors 
Bourse opens to public 
Bourse closes 

Paul Padget 
7641 Reinhold Drive 
Cincinnati, OH 45237 
(513) 821 -2143 
Fax; (513)821 -3618 
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See notes and bourse contract at back of this P-W issue. 

8 p.m. Educational Forum 

March Wells will be the coordinator for the speakers at the Friday evening forum. 

Contact him if you are interested in giving a talk, or if there is a subject you would 
like presented; maybe we can come up with something. 

March Wells 
102A Sea Oats Drive 
Juno Beach, FL 33408 
(407) 775-1849 

Saturday, April 17 7:45 a.m. EAC Board Meeting Breakfast 

8:00 a.m. Bourse opens to dealers with tables 
9:00 a.m. Bourse opens to public 
1 0:00 a.m. - 4 p.m. Various mini-seminars 

(Coordinator - March Wells - contact him for subjects you would like to present 
or have presented.) 

5:00 p.m. Bourse closes 

7:00 p.m. sharp Annual EAC sale 

(Cataloguer: Tom Reynolds - See more information elsewhere in this issue. 
Consignments of rare and quality material are being solicited.) 

Sunday, April 23 9:00 a.m. Annual General Membership Meeting 

— Bourse opens at conclusion of general meeting 

2:00 p.m. Bourse closes 

EAC Convention security will be provided by uniformed, armed guards continuously from 

4 p.m. Thursday until 3 p.m. Sunday. During the hours the bourse is closed, police officers will 
be on duty inside the bourse room, and no one else will be admitted except when accompanied 
by convention chairmen for emergencies or official EAC business. 

The exhibits coordinators will be Greg and Lisa Heim. Contact them if you would like to provide 
an exhibit or if you have an idea for an exhibit you would like to see: 

Greg & Lisa Heim Qlrheim@erols.com 

PO Box 7652 (732) 297 - 8661 

North Brunswick, NJ 08902 - 7652 

With Cincinnati being such a population center for EAC, this year’s convention should be 
the largest, most well-attended EAC Convention ever. EAC members are encouraged to make 
a special effort to attend. With several hundred EAC members in attendance, including EAC 
officers, dealers in U.S. Copper, veteran collectors, authors, and researchers, an enormous 
amount can be learned about grading, valuations, care and preservation, and the history of 
colonials. Half Cents, Large Cents, and Hard Times Tokens. Hope to see you ail there! Write 
or call for further information or assistance. 

Rod Burress 
9473 Leacrest 
Cincinnati, OH 45215 
(513) 771 -0696 


************* 
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1999 EAC NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
REPORT OF NOMINEES 

FOR EAC'S NATIONAL AND REGIONAL OFFICERS 

All candidates listed on the OFFICIAL BALLOT are E.A.C. members in good standing 
who are qualified and willing to serve in the office for which they were nominated. In 
accordance with Article X Section 2 of the EAC BY-LAWS, the Nominating Committee received 
each candidate’s consent to have his name placed in nomination. Each candidate will, if 
elected, serve a three-year term beginning in April 1999 and continuing until EAC’s 2002 
National Convention. 

VOTING PROCEDURE 

1 . All General Members in good standing are entitled to vote for President, Vice President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer. 

2. Members are entitled to vote for the Regional Chair and Secretary only of the region in 
which the member RESIDES. Regional voting eligibility is determined by the mailing 
addresses for Penny-Wise . Please circle your state on the Official Ballot. 

3. Members may vote for the candidates proposed by the Nominating Committee or for any 
eligible person whether nominated or not by writing in the appropriate name. 

4. MEMBERS ARE REQUIRED to enter their names and EAC membership numbers in the 
space provided on the ballot. 

5. The election period will be from January 15, 1999 through March 31, 1999. Any ballot 
received after the beginning of the annual EAC Convention, April 15, 1999, will not be 
counted. Please use priority mail. Fax or Email after April 5. 

6. Only votes cast on this official ballot in the manner above prescribed will be valid. 

7. Ballots may be submitted by mail, fax, or electronic mail to Phil Ralls 

Box 631 (323)226-7325: Fax 

1200 No. State Street pralls@hotmail.com 

LA, CA 90033 

Ballots sent by Email and Fax must have Penny-Wise mailing Address and a phone 
number. We plan to include a ballot on the EAC Website (http://www.eacs.org/) . 

Respectfully submitted by the 1999 Nominating Committee: R. Tettenhorst, Jim 

Goudge, Bob Grellman, and Phil Ralls, Chair. 

Reference: E. A. C. By-Laws, Vol. XV, No.2, page 88, March 15, 1981 

1981 Annual Meeting Minutes, Vol. XV, No. 4, page 186, July 15, 1981 

OFFICIAL 1999 BALLOT - EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS, INC. 

Member’s Name: EAC # 

If you are Faxing or Emailing your ballot. Please include the information below. 

Mailing Address for Penny-Wise 

Daytime Phone Number: 

Please circle (below, under the correct region, 1 - 7), the state in which you reside 
************************ 

This election will be conducted in compliance with ROBERT’S RULES of ORDER - REVISED 
as they are applicable, and according to Article IX, Section 1 , of the EAC BY-LAWS. 
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NATIONAL OFFICERS 


President: 

Vice President; 

Secretary: 

Treasurer 


March Wells 
Bob Grellman 
Denis Loring 
John D. Wright 


[ ] Or, Write in 

[ ] Or, Write in 

[ ] Or, Write in 

[ ] Or, Write in 


REGIONAL OFFICERS: 

Please circle the state in which you reside. Vote ONLY for your Region: 


Region #1 

Chair: [ ] 

Joel Spingarn 

[ 

] 

Or, Write in 


New England 







(CT, MA, ME, NH, Rl, VT) 

ififk 

Secretary: 

George Trostel 

[ 

] 

Or, Write in 

kkk 

★★★ 

Region #2 

Chair: 

*** 

Chuck Heck 

[ 

] 


kkk 

New York 





Or, Write in 


(AK, HI, NJ, NY & 

Secretary: 

Don Valenziano 

[ 

] 



CANADA 

*** 

kkk 

kkk 



Or, Write in 

kkk 

■kicic 

Region #3 

Chair; 

kkk 

Bill Eckberg 

[ 

] 

Or, Write in 

kkk 

Mid-Atlantic 







(DC, DE, MD, NC, PA, VA 

Secretary: 

Red Henry 

[ 

] 

Or, Write in 


&WV) 






kkk 

ie-kic 

*** 





kkk 

•kkic 

kkk 

kkk 





Region #4 

Chair: 

Cindy Grellman 

[ 

] 

Or, Write in 


Southeast 







(AL, FL, GA, MS, SC, & 

Secretary; 

Don Weathers 

[ 

] 

Or, Write in 


TN) 







★★★ 

kkk 

★** 




kkk 

*** 

kkk 

*** 




kkk 

Region #5 

Chair: 

Rod Widok 

[ 

] 

Or, Write in 


North Central 







(lA, IL, IN, KY, Ml, MN, 

Secretary: 

Joe Tomasko 

[ 

] 

Or, Write in 


ND, NE, OH, SD, &WI) 







*** 

kkk 

kkk 




kkk 


kkk 

kkk 




kkk 

Region #6 

Chair: 

Sully Sullivan 

[ 

] 

Or, Write in 


South Central 







(AR, AZ, CO, KS, LA, MO, 

Secretary: 

Chris McCawley 

[ 

] 

Or, Write in 


NM, NV, OK, & TX) 







kkk 


kkk 




kkk 

kkk 

**★ 

kkk 




kkk 

Region #7 

Chair: 

Jon Warshawsky 

[ 

] 

Or, Write in 


West 







(CA, ID, MT, OR, UT, WA, 

Secretary: 

Dan Demeo 

[ 

] 

Or, Write in 


&WY) 

★ * 


* ★ 
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MID-ATLANTIC REGIONAL MEETING REPORT 

Bill Eckberg 


As always, Region 3 had a meeting at the Baltimore Show at 1:00 on Saturday, 
November 14. The following members and guests were in attendance: 


Red Henry 
Stephen Spielvogel 
Mark Switzer 
William Gibbs 
Gerald Barge 
Norman Brand 


John Nicastro 
Ira Stein 
Tom Powell 
Ken Seachman 
Don Neiman 
David Palmer 
Enoch Blackwell 


Frank Goss 
Tom Green 
Roxanne Goldberg 
Patrick Dobah 
Bill Eckberg 


Members noted an unusually excellent turnout and the presence of the Editor of Coin 
World . William Gibbs. The Baltimore shows always have a superb collection of copper dealers, 
but as the meeting is held in the early afternoon, they all have to man their tables and can’t 
attend. Roxanne Goldberg and Mark Switzer talked about Region 8 and coin collecting on the 
internet in general. Red Henry noted that he had cherried an 1834 N-5 at the show a few 
minutes before the meeting and asked for listings for his early date large cent listing. He even 
provided self-addressed, stamped envelopes! There is no excuse for collectors of Sheldons not 
to participate. Chuck Heck displayed a group of very nice 1794 LC’s, several of which had 
pedigrees to match their quality. He also spoke eloquently about how he began collecting 
copper. 


************* 


EAC MEETING AT CHARLOTTE, NC COIN SHOW 

Tom Knopp 

A EAC meeting will be held Feb. 13, 1999 at 3:00 PM at the Charlotte coin show in 
Charlotte, NC. The show is at the Charlotte Merchandise Mart at 2500 Independence Blvd. 
This is a club show put on every year by the Charlotte Coin Club. The show will be a chance for 
EAC members in the area to get together and meet one another and talk copper. For further 
information, contact bourse chairman Jerry Sajbel at (704) 587 - 7935 or Tom Knopp (704) 573- 
9339. 


************* 


OBITUARIES 

Charles S. ("Sam") Nacol, EAC #3483 

Nov. 23, 1952 -June 10, 1998 

I first met Sam Nacol about ten years ago at a Texas State Numismatic Association 
Convention. Sam was in the process of putting together a major variety set of Colonials and 
Large Cents. He showed me a list of the things he wanted to find. It was a sophisticated list 
based on all the major variety types. He wanted not just a 1796 Draped Bust Cent, but a 1796 
reverse of 1794, a 1796 reverse of 96, and a 1796 reverse of 97. Each of these “wants” he had 
listed with the appropriate Sheldon number. He had this list itemized for all 27 early cent dates. 
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This was not the sort of list I normally had presented to me at shows in Texas. This was 
someone who had come a long way from the eight year old who had started by buying his father 
a Redbook for Father’s Day and sorting through change at the school cafeteria. 

Over the years he refined his list and expanded it to include more middle and later date 
cents. The coins he bought were nice and often condition census level. But he was not always 
“greedy”, as he put it, for something better. He liked his cents and would not displace an “old 
friend” he was satisfied with for a coin that was merely nicer. 

Sam was a physician by vocation. Having established a private practice in general and 
vascular surgery in Henderson, Texas in 1986, he was well respected. He had the kind and 
gentle manner of the physician as well as a physician’s meticulous and analytical mind. He also 
had a wry sense of humor that would catch you by surprise. I would say he even had a sense 
of humor about his collecting. There is something humorous about collecting, isn’t there? 
Paying hundreds of dollars for a penny? Most non-collectors find it very funny indeed. Sam’s 
humor made working with him a pleasure. 

During the years I knew him, when Sam attended EAC or C-4 Conventions his wife, 
Lynn, would often come with him. Lynn was always supportive and interested. She soon began 
adding Hard Times and Civil War Tokens to their collection. They always seemed to be 
squeezing a lot more fun out of collecting than others and it was something they shared 
together in a special way. Sam passed away June 10, 1998, from a heart attack at age 45. 
Survived by his children, Charles, Yvonne, and Audrey, and by his wife, Lynn. Lynn attended 
this year’s C-4 Convention in Boston. She asked to have a bequest of $1000 presented to both 
C-4 and EAC. The officers of the club asked me to write a note of thanks and remembrance. 
Thank-you, Lynn, for this gift to the club and for the gift of knowing you and Sam. 

~ Chris McCawley 
December 1998 

Editor’s Note : We of EAC are indeed grateful for Lynn’s generous gift in her husband’s 
memory. To the best of my knowledge, it is absolutely unprecedented. Our sincere 
condolences go out to her on the occasion of this most untimely loss. 


************* 


Edward R. Weeks, EAC #1460 

I regret having to announce the death of Edward R. Weeks. Ed was a family man, a US 
Navy veteran, and avid large cent collector, and a friend. 

Ed died suddenly while at work on December 4, 1998. He was 50 years old and the 
cause of death was not immediately known. He left a wife, daughter and son, and his funeral 
was conducted on December 10, 1998. He will be missed. 

~ Bob Vail 


************* 
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NEW CANDIDATES FOR EAC MEMBERSHIP 


The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last issue of P-W . 
Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individual are received by the 
membership Committee before the March issue of P-W . all will be declared elected to full 
membership at that time. Chairman of the Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 9743 
Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 


NAME 

CITY, STATE 

MEMBER # 

Phil Bartells 

Forest, VA 

4700 

Gary L. Jackson 

Duvall, WA 

4701 

Richard Kuhn 

Massillon, OH 

4702 

Jeremiah Burton 

Logan, LIT 

4703 

Thomas Bershad 

Philadelphia, PA 

4704 

Eric Nordeen 

Lansing, Ml 

4705 

L. Goldman 

Baltimore, MD 

4706 

Carl Locker 

Healdsburg, CA 

4707 

Rick Drollinger 

Milwaukee, Wl 

4708 

Neil Dewitte 

Greensboro, NC 

4709 

Thomas Tibbitts 

Westford, MA 

4710 

Ray Hedberg 

Boulder, CO 

4711 

Steven Turns 

State College, PA 

4712 


************* 


BELT-DRIVEN MACHINERY AND THE SPEED OF COINAGE 

John M. Heninger 

I read with interest Craig Sholley’s article in the November Penny-Wise , and would like 
to add some information on belt-driven machinery. When I was a child, I often had a chance to 
visit a plant where my father was the Superintendent. They produced and used leather belts for 
machinery. 

With regard to the speed of the presses used for coinage, as mentioned in Craig’s 
article, and whether that speed could be varied, this was not too big a problem with most 
machinery even if a common shaft was used. 

Most belt-driven Machinery was driven from a common shaft in earlier times. When 
steam powered, the speed of the steam engine could be varied, which would set the speed of 
the shaft. In the case of the presses being slowed down, it could have been done on a few 
occasions when other machines on the shaft were not in use; other ways were also possible. If 
it was necessary to change a pulley, this would be fairly easy too, as there would have been no 
guards around the belts and pulleys. Those working with machinery were expected to know to 
keep their hands clear of moving belts and pulleys. Levers were used to adjust the tension, so 
when tight the belt drove the machine and when loose the machine was not running. If a pulley 
of a different size was used the tension could be adjusted with this or other adjustments if 
needed. The main shaft would normally be mounted high and behind the machine and could 
drive two rows of machines. 

The most common way to control speed was with the size of pulleys and the drawing of 
the press shows two pulleys of the same size on the input shaft. One could be an idler, which 
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was another way of stopping the machine sometimes used. There could easily have been two 
different sizes used, with the smaller one used for high speed and a larger one for slow speed, 
with the belt shifted between them. If there was also a similar set on the shaft, even more 
variations were possible, with the large one on the shaft driving the small one on the machine, 
and/or the small one on the shaft driving the large one on the machine. 

The same arrangement is still used with V belts on shop machinery. This now usually 
requires changing the position of the motor while the change is made, as the belts are short and 
usually have no other tension adjustment. Once back in use the total distance between the 
shafts is the same. With long belts and a tension adjustment, the tension adjustment simply 
had to be set to the off position. Belts would slide between the pulleys with change levers. 
There were usually no sides on the pulleys. 

•k************ 


THE KITCHEN MAGICIAN’S GUIDE, PART 2 

Peter Boisvert 


The aspiring KM has a dream of leaving the World a better place than he/she first 
discovered it to be. As a dealer, I am proud of the network that I have maintained with 
collectors , those people who like coins for what they are: examples of artwork in miniature-5*^C 
BCE diobols of Greece come to mind, historical relics - I still get a thrill while holding a Marc 
Antony Legion denarius (especially an issue that is known to be fieldstruck), etc. True heroes of 
the hobby! These people probably wouldn’t purchase a slabbed set of MS64 Peace Dollars in 
one fell swoop; but finding that one, perfect brown and problem-free Connecticut colonial or 
1798 Type I. Large Cent at a coin show; well, that would be a day to talk about for EAC 
conventions to come. Of course, as a dealer with an ego that’s probably too big for my own 
good, I really like seeing my name in the provenance of a neat coin! Like a very knowledgeable 
and respected dealer that I know says: “(The coin) is always better in someone else’s collection 
than mine.” 

However, Reality tells us that most of what’s out there in the mainstream probably has 
been picked-over, discarded, stepped-on or is otherwise not very nice. ‘Oh, no!’ moans the 
collector who likes nice coins, but can only find sticky green Half Cents. A chorus of collectors 
wail: What can we do? Who will help us? Who will save us?’ Their plaintive cries sting the 
ears of the Kitchen Magician. 

4AII information pertaining to the Art of becoming a dedicated KM presented from this 
point forward is intended to be, and should be understood by the Reader as, solely a Guide. 
The Reader is urged to heed this Guide, experiment, and better the information. Processes and 
results discussed are not, and cannot be guaranteed by this Guide! 

The first and easiest-to-make tool of the KM is The Toning Rag. This will be your best 
friend for life. A decent chunk of an old white cotton tee shirt-was/?ed-is needed. Right in the 
center of it a healthy (but not too much) dab of petroleum jelly is smeared. Work it into the rag. 
The rag should feel greasy, but not overly so. Open the rag, and sprinkle a smallish pinch of 
Flowers of Sulphur over the Center. Work this in. Find a couple of those dirty, greasy, sticky 
coppers. Give them a good going-over with the rag. The Toning Rag is now primed and ready 
for service! 
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The uses of the TR-for circulated coppers only - are many: touching-up a copper coin 
that is nice, but has a pink edge from too much handling: touching-up pink highlights of coppers 
that have been in an environment that lends itself to chafing; removing a dirty, dingy film from an 
otherwise decent brown coin; you get the idea. During regular use, the TR will improve. 
Upkeep is necessary; additional measures of the two ingredients will be required over time. 
Remember: it is easier to add than subtract, so be prudent. The inquiring KM may even wish 
to clean a coin to bare metal, and retone with the TR. Two benefits arise from this: the KM will 
be able to spot a copper retoned by this method, and it will allow the KM to see what can be 
accomplished with such a cleaned coin when it is encountered in some forlorn 2x2. 

Curing a coin retoned by this method, if needed, requires a warm spot (the warm spot in 
every KM’s heart doesn’t work for this), and a soft plastic ‘flip’-the dreaded PVC type. The warm 
spot could be a sunny windowsill, or the top of a hot-water heater, or a pilot light found burning 
below an old gas stove’s broiler. A trivet should be employed if the pilot light arrangement is 
used. A couple of days (hours if by pilot light) later, look at it, brush it, if needed repeat with TR, 
etc. WARNING: Quickly retoning work using one’s bare fingers and some sort of jelly/Sulphur 
mixture may darken copper way too quickly! The coin may take on a harsh tone. Slow and 
Steady win this race! 

This KM advises everyone to have a bottle of Blue Ribbon© coin conditioner on hand. 
The solution is no longer in production, but sources for the product remain. A bottle will last 
quite a while. Some in-the-know people tout the effectiveness of Mineral Oil as a replacement; I 
have not tried it, so I decline to comment on its use for our purposes. 

Blue Ribbon is neat stuff! Its uses are many: Some have employed it in the restoration 
of old oil paintings and metal castings; it has been applied to clean gunk from antique glass and 
early photographs, etc.-all with great results. The KM finds it indispensable for removing 
verdigris and ‘film’ from copper, nickel and some silver & gold coins, circulated and uncirculated. 
A Caveat to those using Blue Ribbon to ‘restore’ beautifully toned uncirculated silver coins or 
drop-dead Full Red copper: DON’T! There is another use for Blue Ribbon that will shock, 

startle and amaze you! More about that later. 

Blue Ribbon is as light as Watch Oil, so a little goes a long way. The novice KM should 
first practice removal on a common, brown Indian Head or Lincoln cent. Dip the tip of an end of 
a cotton swab in the solution, and slowly work the dirt from the coin. Repeat as necessary, until 
no more green stuff stains the swab. A hint: touch a clean swab to the tip of your tongue, and 
go over the coin. There must be an enzyme or something is saliva that breaks down the Blue 
Ribbon solution. Twirl the swab in your fingers when doing this; refrain from rubbing with vigor. 
All the Blue Ribbon should disappear from the surface of the coin. Stroke lightly with an old, 
well-used camel hair brush. Warning: Blue Ribbon tends to alter the appearance of Original 

Mint Red luster! There are lots and lots of lustrous, orangey R & B and Red Unc. Pennies 
floating around (a lot of them in “slabs”)! However, it’s great stuff for bringing out the best in a 
Brown Unc, copper. Coins with original mint luster hidden under years and layers of grime will 
become radiant once again! 

Once, long ago and far away, 1 liberated an MS64 RB Classic Head half cent from a 
certified holder. I told the client/owner that the coin would benefit from a bit of this & that. He, of 
the ‘old school,’ was aghast at the suggestion, but I was adamant. He was agreeable after I 
promised that I would ‘eat it’ if I was wrong. The coin had about 50% of its OMR; the rest of the 
surface was the color of a cooked Portuguese sausage. Was it filthy! I softly wiped part of the 
wreath with the fluffed-up tip of a swab. I could actually feel the drag of the tip as it stuck to the 
muck! A little bit of Blue Ribbon, a little bit of brushing, and the coin now resides in another 
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certification service’s MS65 RB slab. 


As an employee of a street-level coin shop, I invariably see at least one original coin 
collection each week. We've handled collections formed during the 1870s; much of what’s 
offered us from ‘fresh’ collections has remained at least twenty-five years off the market. 
Usually we find wonderful coins housed in old Wayte Raymond boards and albums, old large- 
format “thumbusters”, early Library of Coins albums, or in any style of homemade holder (or 
maybe just loose in a bag! Wanna hear a horror story about the lady who dropped what was a 
gorgeous, inherited proof $20 Liberty in her handbag, then spent five minutes in the coin shop 
fishing it out so that the owner could evaluate it?). 

Many a nice, high-grade copper coin last seeing the light of day during, say, the Hoover 
administration may exhibit a dull, unattractive surface. Could that lifeless orange coloration 
around the devices be the last vestiges of original mint red? The KM, armed with the powers of 
Knowledge and Practice, realizes the potential inherent in original, untouched, brown copper. 

The seasoned KM should have the knowledge and ability to walk into any coin show and 
cherry-pick away the day! “What? You want $75 for this (sticky, dingy) AU late-date Large 
Cent? Really? What’s ‘Bid’?’’ you may find yourself saying to one of our proud but ignorant 
dealer brethren. You are sure that that orange tint, mired around the lettering, hints of mint red. 
Hang dog expression. “Welllll, OK. I’ll take it, I guess. Got any more like it?” The dealer may 
think that you are a pigeon, fat and loaded and paying way too much for something passed-on 
by ail the other dealers during set-up. You know (or at the very least should have an idea!) 
what the coin will ‘certify’ when restored, having examined numerous examples of the same in 
MS60-3, BR-RB holders. Late-date Large Cents are serious business; they represent what may 
well be the last, great hunting ground of the KM / cherrypicker. 

Some feedback : I have heard some ‘Bravos’ and some ‘How Dare You’s’ from readers 
of the initial article. As a self-admitted professional coin Dealer, it has been assumed by some 
that I have no soul. I like to think that I do. I am truly passionate about numismatics-my 
coworkers think that it’s a riot when I commandeer a newly-purchased lot of copper, and guard it 
like an attack dog until every item’s been scrutinized to my satisfaction. They hoot when I 
hunker down in my corner, back to everyone and oblivious to everything (“NO CALLS! I’m 
busy”-like I really have that power . . . ), armed with swabs, TR, Blue Ribbon, loupe and brush. 
There is no feeling like the one I get when I release a perfect, brown coin from its prison of 
surface gunk! 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a heartfelt THANK YOU to a very special 
person, who has taken time from a tremendously busy schedule to offer comment and criticism 
while proofreading these articles. I am deeply in your debt! 

‘Til next time . . . Happy Collecting! 

Recipes to Write Home About 

This section will discuss Every-Day household products and how they can help 
you in your quest for Better Coins through Chemistry! 

Nickel Dating Solution and Blue Ribbon; A few drops of NDS (10k & 14k test acids 
will work in a pinch) sprinkled on a BR-soaked cotton swab tip will go a long way towards 
removing signs of whizzing or polishing from nickel and silver coins. Work fast; smear the 
swab tip all over the coin, working the solution with thumb and forefinger. WARNING; this will 
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stain skin for a few days. You will find that the coin tones as it restores. Practice with 
varied strengths of acid; keep a vaseline-gobbed paper towel handy in case a coin retones 
too quickly, or you feel your fingers sticking together. 

This stuff really works! The resultant surface will be matte-like, so don’t expect 
anything that resembles luster. If you employ a deft hand, a steady eye and a quick 
manner, your restored coins will look like they just tumbled out of Grandma’s old, satin-lined 
purse! For practice, paste-polish and jewel-cloth otherwise XF Mercury Dime & Buffalo 
Nickel. Get ‘ em to a good, hard shine, then go to town! 

Heavy Duty Oven Cleaning Foams: Bad stuff: it may melt your fingers, its fumes 
probably do some God-awful damage to your vital organs, etc. However, correct 
application will give you some of the prettiest coins that you ever saw! Works well with all 
major coin groups: Gold-Silver-Copper / Bronze, as well as Nickel, Brass, Steel and Tin. 
Enterprising KMs will also discover that worn, dirty currency would benefit from a mild bath 
of HDOCF and water ... A MAJOR DOMO CAVEAT concerning these foams used with 
Copper / Bronze and Nickel coins!! We’ll get to that later. 

I like using this stuff with silver coins much better than any dip! These foams are not 
invasive, meaning that no metal is removed from the surface of the subject coin. 

For practice, use an XF-AU or grungy Unc. late-date silver coin. While you are at a 
sink with the water running, spritz the coin and rinse. Both sides. Paper towel dry. For 
really built-up grunge, you may have to lightly rub the coin between your thumb and 
forefinger with the foam. Yes. it’s a bit messy and yes, if you have any tiny cuts on your 
fingers you will feel them. The results, though, are nice! However, the cautious KM may 
wish to proceed at a slower pace, therefore a glass-vesseled bath of HDOCF and water is 
recommended-just place the coin in the bottom of the vessel and swirl. Repeat as 
necessary, or then give the coin the “Full Treatment”. 

CAVEATS: Silver coins, without any kind of lustrous surface, will look too bright 

restored with HDOCF. Ever see BU / Proof Nickels with brownish toning streaks? This 
may be a sign of a DIPPED coin! Nickels have a tendency to streak when dipped in 
JeweLuster or sprayed with HDOCF (though I have permanently removed streaks from 
Nickels using HDOCF, I don’t recommend it). If you really want to restore a Nickel using 
HDOCF, try bathing first (the coin!). 

Ever see those hideously garish violet & blue BU / Proof Indian Head & Lincoln 
pennies? HDOFC, sprayed on a copper previously treated with BR, will produce coins with 
those colors! I know, we’ve all seen purple Proof IH pennies in “PR65 & 66” slabs, but . . . 
Find a couple of original dirty Unc. early Lincoln pennies, and give them the full treatment. I 
always brush after every successful copper restoration, and a fairly well-used Camel hair 
brush is just the thing! Practice, be innovative, and you too will have the prettiest coins on 
the block! 
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MAKING SENSE 

John D. Wright 


This was the year that the United Kingdom (UK) was created by Parliament from 
England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales. Horatio Nelson became a British national hero 
when he refused to acknowledge the order to withdraw and pressed on to defeat the Danish 
fleet at the battle of Copenhagen. 

Thomas Jefferson promised “entangling alliances with no nation,” beginning over a 
century of political isolationism. The U.S. population was 5.3 million, including a million 
west of the Alleghenies. New York City was the largest U.S. city at 60,000. 

The first “crackers” were manufactured at Milton, Mass. John Chapman (“Johnny 
Appleseed”) arrived in the Ohio Valley with bags of apple seeds from his home town of 
Leominster, Mass. And Eli Whitney demonstrated the manufacture of muskets with 
interchangeable parts. By disassembling several guns, scrambling the parts, and 
reassembling functional muskets he won a Federal contract for 10,000 guns. The year was 
1801. 


All U.S. gold coinage for 1801 was directed to Eagles, making this the only year 
before 1816 with no half Eagles. Seven in every eight coins made in Philadelphia this year 
were cents. Eleven obverse cent dies were mated with twelve reverse dies in seventeen 
combinations to make almost 1.4 million cents in 1801. Though this is a short year for 
varieties, it is one of my favorites. 

A peculiar die-cutting error first appeared on five of the twelve 1801 cent reverses. 
Though two of these dies were used thru into 1802 and 1803, this error was never to be 
repeated on any other die. The denomination on cents of this period appears twice on each 
reverse die; once as “ONE CENT” in the center, and once as “1/100” at the bottom. On the 
dies in question the fraction was blundered as “1/000”. The goof was corrected on one die 
before it was used and on another die before it was re-used in 1803. Only two of the six 
error-fraction 1801 cent varieties are rare. 

This year is slightly scarce and is normally seen in less than Fine. A one-a-year 
collector will have no trouble finding a decent example, and can even satisfy his urge for an 
XF or better within a year or so. 

A Redbook collector needs four cents for 1801 - one each with fraction normal 
(1/100), blundered (1/000), corrected, and the famous “three-error” variety with 1/000 
fraction, missing stem left of the fraction, and “U” of UNITED first punched inverted so it 
looks like UNITED. Though this looks impressive and is quite popular, it is only moderately 
scarce. 

Another obvious variation on 1801 cents is the first “1” of the date. This comes with 
both a long peak (“pointed 1”) and with a broken-off peak (“blunt 1”). Three of the four 
Redbook types come with both blunt and pointed 1 , raising the search field to seven types. 
The quarry gets much tougher here, as the 3-error with blunt 1 is known by fewer than two 
dozen examples. 

Or for the ultimate challenge, one could join the dozens of us that are trying to gather 
all seventeen varieties of 1801 cents. Since only two examples have so far been found of 
the rarest 1801 cent variety, there are to date only two complete collections of these. One 
lives in Miami, Florida, and the other in Cleveland, Ohio. Three or four more of us have 
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sixteen varieties, and several dozens of collections boast of ten or more cent varieties of 
this year. Maybe you would enjoy becoming one of those dozens. 


************* 


THIRD PARTY GRADING 
Or, 

THE EMPEROR'S NEW CLOTHES 

Chuck Heck 

Alan Weinberg’s letter to the Editor of Coin World on December 14, 1998 (p. 11) 
is totally on point. I recently examined an encased AU-50 1794 Large Cent that any 
logical human would not have graded beyond VF 25-30. I wanted to write to the 
service, but never did. Alan, you spurred me on! 

You must understand. I turned 50 years old this past November, and though age 
by no means imparts wisdom, it does allow a certain care-free attitude to speak one’s 
mind. Some 30 to 40 years ago an AU coin was just that. It had the slightest of rub. 
Generally, an XF had very minimal wear. As a kid I purchased Indian Head pennies 
through the mail and NEVER was disappointed with the grades received. BOY, HOW 
TIMES HAVE CHANGED!!! 

In the December 28, 1998 issue of Coin World . Mark Salzberg, President of 
NGC, responded to Alan’s letter. Poor Mr. Salzberg! He stated that NGC grading 
standards “reflect the market standards that our customers have come to rely upon 
when trading coins”. Plato must be turning in his grave! Though NGC is not the guilty 
party in the recent 1804 Dollar grading NIGHTMARE, all the grading services are 
responsible in some way for letting their laughable “standards” get to the low point to 
where they are today. 

Let not any of us pretend to ourselves. Collectors know it! Dealers know it! It is 
a common undercurrent in all areas of coin collecting today. Third party grading - a 
theoretically ideal concept - has lost most of its credibility. Let us call a rose, a rose. 
An XF coin, should be an XF coin, not an AU coin. I realize mistakes can be made, but 
I am tired of looking at obvious wear and reading a grade on a label that insults my 
intelligence. 

To all the third party grading services, pay heed - You are doing an absolutely 
terrific job! The clothes you are wearing are simply magnificent! 


************* 
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Collecting Large Cents by Library of Coins Album Varieties part three; 1796 Draped Bust 

H. Craig Hamling 

This is the third of a still undetermined number of articles. One of my failings is that I 
jump into a project without defining the scope. I know the series will end when I reach 1857. It 
began with 1793. How many articles are in the middle is a function of time, certainly, and how 
much information fits on a page. 

The Draped Bust Cents of 1796 

Also known as fillet heads, (I don’t know why) the Draped Bust cents of 1796 are 
represented by two holes in the Library of Coins Album: LiHerty and not LiHerty. The LiHerty 
obverse is the result of a die cutting error and is a “naked eye” variety that was caused when the 
die sinker first punched the B in LIBERTY backwards and then corrected his mistake by 
punching it in the right way without obscuring the first backward letter. The resulting figure sort 
of looks like an H because you can see serifs on both sides. Serifs are the little extensions on 
letters that fancy them up. The B and the H shown earlier in this paragraph are in a font called 
Times New Roman and have serifs. The balance of this article is in Arial, a font that does not 
have serifs. 

It has been my experience that the Draped Bust 1796 cents are harder to find than the 
Liberty Caps. I know all the analysis that people have made point the other way but I just don’t 
see a lot of 1796 Draped Bust cents. Finding nice ones is even harder. Most of the 1796 
Draped Bust cents I have seen are average or worse. Smooth and brown is very hard to find. 
There are but two LiHerty varieties (same obverse die with two different reverses) and 26 not 
LiHerty varieties of 1796 Draped Bust Cents to choose from not including the NC’s. Sheldon 
numbers 103 and 104 are LiHerty. The rest of them from 92 through 119 are not LiHerty. 



RSB2-162 - 1796 Draped Bust 
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My 1796 not LiHerty cent came from RSB2. It was also part of RSB1. It was the nicest 
of its type in RSB2 that I could spring for. This S-116 was graded 20 net 12 in the sale. The 
most recent CQR does not list a 12 coin. Earlier editions did. Most likely this piece is thought of 
by him and/or his grading consultants as either a 15 or a 10; probably a 10 since coin grades 
almost never go up. If you want a nice one for your set oe prepared to look for a while. Decent 
goods are more than $100. Nice fine coins would be $2000 plus but I have never seen one. 
The near uncirculated S-93 in RSB2 went for $15K. This coin is on my upgrade list since the 
Nichols hoard preserved some of the S-1 19 production in mint state. I hope to find one of them 
at the right price and with a good strike someday. Most of the high grade S-1 1 9 cents I have 
seen have a blunted strike and as such are not as desirable to me as an example of any variety 
in say XF would be that had a nice strike. 



1796 LiHerty 

The LiHerty error large cents of 1796 are perhaps as available as any of the other 1796 
Draped Bust cents. The S-1 03 is rated at R4+ while the S-1 04 is R3+. The lowest rarity rated 
Draped Bust cent of 1796, the S-93, is still called R3-. Only two others are rated R3. The S-93 
is probably rated as low as it is because of the high grade of the condition census. The rest of 
the non-hoard Draped Bust 1796 cents are all R-4 or better (Worse?) with many R-5. For the 27 
non-hoard, non-NC varieties of 1796 Draped Bust cents there are but 44 pieces listed in CQR in 
collectors hands as being XF or better. Four of these XF or better coins are LiHerty. 

I have both of the LiHerty varieties. First I got an S-1 04 from the G. Lee Kuntz sale in 
1991. Last year I got the coin pictured above from henry Hettger who had advertised it in 
Penny - Wise. This coin is dark brown and was PCGS slabbed at F-15. It is probably an EAC 
12 net 10 since it does have some surface roughness and like Darth Vader is on the dark side. It 
has been freed from its tomb and now resides in a soft cotton envelope with its brethren. I do 
not expect to have the opportunity to get one that is significantly better for a long time so this 
hole is not on my upgrade list. LiHerties are not cheap even if they are not rare. Nice goods are 
$300. Fine coins will run about the same money as the other 1796 Draped Bust varieties but 
they do not appear for sale too often at all. Nicer than fine is almost never available. 
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Which Comet Was It? 

Astronomy and the famous "Comet variety ” of 1807 

Red Henry 


Many early large cent varieties have nicknames. The “Fallen 4,” the “Office 
Boy Reverse,” the “Hyphen variety,” the “Q variety,” and others are familiar to 
specialists, although beginners may take a while in learning to recognize them. 
However, one variety identifiable even to a copper noviee is the well-known 
“Comet variety,” the S-271 of 1807. 

Most examples of this variety show a die break in the left obverse field. This 
takes the form of a raised area starting at Ms. Liberty’s hair just above the ribbon 
knot, and extending to the left and upward as far as the rim denticles. Late-state 
examples show a distinct central ridge running through the left half of the break. 
Since the die break is nearly always present, and since it is usually obvious even 
on a low-grade example, this 1 807 variety is easily identified. 



1807 S-271, 
the "Comet variety” 


Contributing to the variety’s popularity is its attractive nickname. Long ago, 
someone took a look at the die break and commented that it looked like a comet 
in the sky behind Ms. Liberty’s head. We don’t know who first made this 
observation, but the nickname was apparently well established by August 1913, 
when Part V of Charles E. McGirk’s article series “United States Cents and Die 
Varieties, 1793-1857” appeared in The Numismatist. In his variety listing for the 
date 1807, Mr. MeGirk mentioned the “comet variety,” and no additional comment 
or explanation of the nickname was needed. 



Just when did this nickname arise? I believe that it could have been over a 
century ago. People in the 1 800’s paid more attention to things in the sky than they 
do now. This was partly because celestial objects showed up better before the 
“skyglow” of urban lights obseured the night sky, and partly because people spent 
more time outdoors and their eyes and minds had not yet been dazzled by computer and video images. These, 
and even the early movies which preceded them, gradually dulled people’s perception and appreeiation of more 
subtle, but more genuine and beautiful, sky phenomena. 


Close-up view of the 
"Comet ” die break 
(From EAC library photos) 


Someone in the 1 800’s saw a particular comet, and named the die break with the comet in mind. But which 
comet was it? Since someone thought that the die break looked like a comet, we need to find a comet that looked 
like the die break. We need a large, eye-eatching comet (called by astronomers a “great” comet) with a broad, 
well-defined tail, preferably with a central ray or bright line of some sort down the middle. If we can identify the 
comet and the time it appeared, that will also give us a clue to when the variety was named, because the memory 
of the eomef s appearanee was still fresh. 

One of my favorite activities (aside from collecting early copper) lies in 
collecting books which deal with another enjoyable pastime, astronomy. A few 
hundred astronomy books have accumulated here in my library, mostly 
published between 1760 and 1920, during the era when astronomy was still 
primarily a visual experience. Illustrations in astronomy books before about 
1 890 are printed not from photographs, which can give misleading impressions 
of comets’ sizes and shapes, but instead are drawn from their actual appearance 
to the naked eye, which is what matters in this case. An examination of several 

dozenastronomybooksfromthe 1800’syieldedillustrationsofseveralcomets, Halley’s comet in 1835 
and descriptions of many others. (From Peabody. 1869) 
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One of the first interesting comets of the 1 9th century was 
Halley’s comet, which appeared in 1 835. This comet was more 
famous than spectacular, though, and it proved to be disap- 
pointingly small and faint. It does not seem to me that anyone 
would have named a coin after it. 

In February and March of 1 843, there appeared a comet so 
bright that for a time its nucleus was actually visible close to the 
sun in broad daylight. This celestial visitor is illustrated at right. 
I believe that although it was a large comet, it was too long and 
narrow an object to inspire the S-271’s nickname. 



The Great Comet of 1843 
(From Olmstead, 1861) 


Biela’s comet, a periodic comet with a orbit of 6V2 years, was discovered 
and named in 1 826. It was visible again in 1 845-46, but on this appearance the 
comet had split into two fragments, one of which was larger than the other. 
Neither of the fragments looked much like the S-27 1 comet, and Biela’s comet 
disappeared after 1852. 

The next spectacular comet was Donati’s comet, which was brightest in 
October, 1858. This comet was not especially large, as “great” comets go, but 
it was quite bright and its tail was strongly curved. Several faint, straight “ion” 
tails (as astronomers call them now) were also visible. This comet did not seem 
to be what 1 was looking for. 



Biela ’s comet in 1845 
(From Peahodv, 1869) 


A comet appeared in 1 860, but it was not significant enough to gamer much 
attention. Another comet appeared in 1 86 1 , the fan-shaped tail of which is described 
as having six “perfectly straight” bright rays. This also would not seem to resemble 
the S-271 die break very much. 

In 1874, however, there appeared another “great” comet. This was Coggia’s 
comet, a very brilliant object with a tail 50° in length. Not only was this comet large 
and attractive, but during its approach to the sun, according to Todd’s “New 
Astronomy”, the comet’s tail showed a “bright streak immediately following the 
nucleus and running the length of the tail.” (Italics mine.) The visual appearance of 
Coggia’scometisshown below. Whatdoesthisremindyouof?Ithinkthatthiscomet Donati’s comet of 1858 
resembles the S-271 die break as much as any comet could. (From Todd, 1899) 




Coggia ’s Comet of 1874 The die break, 

(From Todd. 1 899) for comparison 


A large comet with a bright nucleus and a very slender tail appeared in 1 882. Then Swift’s comet, fairly small 
but bright with a ball-shaped head and a split tail, appeared in 1 892. No more “great” comets followed until 1910, 
when a very large, bright comet in January was followed by a typically-disappointing appearance of Comet 
Halley in May. By 1910, however, we are nearly down to the time ofMr. McGirk’s article in The Numismatist, 
when the term “Comet variety” was already familiar to those who studied large cents. 
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Out of all these candidates from the early 1 800 ’ s down to 1 9 1 0, Coggia’ s comet seems by far the most likely 
to have inspired the S-27 1 ’ s nickname, judging both from the comet’ s visual aspect and from its date of apparition. 
Also, 1 874 was just the right time for this comet to appear, as far as the study of 1 807 large cents was concerned. 
While the cents of 1793 and 1794 had been the subjects of published works in the 1860’s (Crosby and Maris), 
the later-date cents had to wait until the published works of Frossard and Proskey-Doughty in 1879-80. It was 
in that era that collectors and scholars seriously began examining and describing the later cents, and the 
resemblance of an 1 874 cometto the S-27 1 die break must have caught the eye ofsome observant and imaginative 
person. 

What do you think? If you find a better comet-candidate, let me know. In the meantime, I will put forward 
Coggia’s comet of 1 874 as the one which inspired the nickname of 1 807 S-27 1 , the “Comet variety” large cent. 
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MINT OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Philadelphia, January 20, 1841. 

SIR,— I have the honor to present, as the annual report required of me by law, the following statement of the 
operations of the mint and its branches during the past year. 

The coinage executed at the mint in 1840 amounted to $2,260,667, comprising $1,207,437 in gold, $1,028,603 
in silver, and $24,627 in copper coins, and composed of 7,053,084 pieces. 

The deposits of gold within the year amounted to $1,201,998, of which $176,766 was derived from the mines of 
the United States. 

The deposits of silver amounted to $1,033,070, and were derived principally from Mexico. 

By successive improvements in the machinery and processes of the mint, introduced during the last few years, its 
means for executing a large amount of coinage have been greatly increased; and it is matter of regret, that, in 
consequence of the diminished supply of bullion, these means have been of late so inadequately employed. The mint 
could readily have coined twelve millions in the past year, instead of little more than two and a quarter, without any 
considerable advance in its expenses... 

R. M. PATTERSON, Director of the Mint. 

EDITOR’S NOTE : There’s been much discussion in the pages of these last several issues of P-W . concerning when 
exactly the steam coinage improvements introduced in 1836 were fully operational. Here is the answer, in the words 
of the Mint Director himself 
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From the Internet 


Pete Smith 

♦ TO PARTICIPATE IN REGION 8, the EAC Internet directory and newsletter, send your 
e-mail address to Mark Switzer at dcl81@freenet.carleton.ca. As of the end of the year, there 
were 183 EAC members in Region 8. 

♦ The newest addition wrote, “I have been a member of EAC for three years, and I have wanted 
to contact others through the Region VIII news group, however, you never post an address 
for this group... And when I get my copy of P-W, I always read the Region VIII comments 
and look for an address. But I’ve never seen an address for something called “Region VIII”, 
or “to contact Region VIII”, so I fired off my letter. Without otfending, please let my 
comments be a guide. If I have trouble finding your address, others are too. Spell out the 
information, TO CONTACT REGION VIII. . . Or better yet, post it on the front page ofP-IF”. 

♦ We can take a hint. TO CONTACT REGION Vni, send your e-mail address to Mark 
Switzer at dcl81@ffeenet.carleton.ca. 

♦ History lesson: Mark Switzer volunteered to compile a list of Internet addresses through a 
letter to P-W on page 200 of the May 15, 1996, issue. The first appearance of this “From the 
Internet” report was in the November 15, 1996, issue. The address for Region 8 was in the 
second paragraph. Since then the address for Region 8 has appeared nine times in the first 
paragraph of this report. 

♦ Dan Argyro described an 1854 cent he acquired. The obverse graded AU. The reverse within 
the wreath was also AU but the outside had strong flowlines and the rim was very thin. He 
consulted with Bob Grellman who suggested that the cent had been dropped into a barrel of 
pickles to add green color. This was done in the 1850’s. The chemical reaction with the brine 
created gas bubbles beneath the coin that rose and eroded the edges. 

(Commentary) Previous reports in Penny-Wise have mentioned the risk of poisoning from 
this procedure. Other reports have reported a similar effect from a cent subject to corrosion in 
a sewer or similar caustic standing water. 

♦ Jim Hart reported on the death of coin dealer Dan Brown. Hart recalled how Brown helped 
him get started with his collection in the 1940’s. 

♦ Jon Lusk forwarded a question asked through the EAC Web page. The writer asked about a 
1776 half penny with the legend “Goddess Liberty 1776.” The other side has three faces and 
the inscription “State of Mass. 1/2D.” Pete Smith responded that the “Janus Copper” is shown 
on page 39 of the 1998 edition of the “Red Book.” Smith has a copy in his reference 
collection and believes it has been copied more than once. Rod Widok mentioned that the 
unique original Janus halfpenny sold for 40K at the Garrett sale. 
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♦ Jeff Noonan asked for a harmless way to clean a Mint State half cent. Bill Eckberg and Denis 
Loring offered their suggestions. It was suggested that he put the coin in a milk cap with a 
little Xylol and a few drops of Blue Ribbon coin cleaner. The coin should be swished gently 
and turned once. This process will degrease the coin without harming the surface. Noonan 
reported positive results from the treatment. 

♦ Mark Switzer reported that he bought a 1904 Indian Head Cent, struck on a silver planchet, at 
a coin show in New Carrollton, Maryland. He asked for information about cent sized foreign 
coins struck in Philadelphia that year. Pete Smith provided a list from the book Foreign Coins 
Struck at United States Mints by Altz and Barton. Other readers also suggested that the coin 
was probably plated after leaving the Mint. 

♦ Andrea Weeks, daughter of Edward R. Weeks, reported the unexpected death of her father on 
Friday, December 4, 1998. 

♦ Mark Switzer took strong exception to Dan Demeo’s letter to the editor in the November 1 5, 
1998, issue ofF-fV and the comment, “Incidentally, the computer weenies of District 
(Section) 8 apparently failed to distinguish themselves in this regard.” 

♦ Steve Ellsworth also had a reaction: “I have read more carefully the letter Dan Demeo wrote 
to Penny-Wise. Previously I simply scanned it quickly as most comments on “the suit” tend to 
be repetitive. May I still remain a participant on Region 8 even if I do not qualify as a 
computer weenie? Since these are times for confessions, we must all bear our souls. I do not 
really know how I can type this message, click a button, and somehow it reaches someone 
else via cyber-space. I also do not really understand how microwaves work, or how pictures 
end up on my TV, or how my dog “Big Jake” can eat the same dog food, twice a day, every 
day, and still get excited about it. Mark, please let me remain on your list, even though I may 
not posses the qualities of the exalted status of “Computer Weenie.” I do enjoy this informal 
means of communication to others with similar interests. I find it informative, interesting and 
yes somewhat humorous. Sometimes I think we tend to take ourselves a little too serious, 
especially since no one else does.” 

♦ Rob Retz responded to Switzer. “I can sympathize with your feelings about Dan’s comments 
regarding Region 8, but what I can’t figure out is that the comments in question are totally out 
of sync with everything else in the letter. Dan cogently lays out the facts of the matter one 
after another and then suddenly out of the blue appears the word “incidentally” followed by a 
four line diatribe about Region 8, then he returns to insightfully analyze the myriad of 
speculation within the case. 

Any answers about these out-of-sync comments will have to come from Dan, but they do 
certainly appear to me to be one of those off-the-wall things that get written in the heat of 
passion, but are edited out as one reworks the article to completion. Only this one got left in. 
Still, this is no excuse. At any rate, I would strongly urge everyone to cross out the four lines 
about Region 8 then reread the article for what it realty is because the facts and speculation 
that Dan lays out really are part and parcel of this critical case. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


BILL JONES WRITES, 

I was surprised to find my name mentioned in the November 1 S**" issue of P-W (page 
449). It cropped up in connection in Ron Walton’s comments concerning elitism in EAC. 
He cited an article, which I do not recall writing (Is there another William T. Jones?), where 
the view was expressed that some members have become alienated toward to the club 
because they cannot compete financially with the “elite” members. I would like to clarify my 
position. 

First, throughout the years that I was active in EAC, virtually all of the so-called 
“elite” members treated with me with the utmost of respect. Denis Loring and R. 
Tettenhorst allowed me to photograph choice coins from their collections so that I could use 
the resulting slides in speeches before local clubs and other organizations. Bill Noyes took 
time from his busy schedule to show me his techniques in photography. Del Bland wrote 
me a letter concerning the pedigree of a large cent that I have in my collection. Herb 
Silberman was supportive of me when I was a young collector in my twenties. 

I also have very fond memories of those who are no longer with us. Roger Cohen 
was a dear friend, and I have often mourned his passing. Walter Breen, after he had heard 
a couple of my speeches, was always eager to exchange and pass along information. And 
I have very fond memories of Bob Schonwalter who I knew from my days in New Jersey. 
All of these gentlemen contributed greatly to my enjoyment of numismatics, and knowing 
them has enriched my life. 

What does concern me about “the state of copper” are the high prices for “decent” 
examples of coins that were once very common. (“Decent” means absence of serious 
marks, non-porous surfaces and pleasing, original color, whatever the grade.) Recently I 
saw a series of offerings for the 1804 C-13 (plain 4, stemless) half cent, which is the most 
common variety in the entire series. The prices for choice VF coins were all more than 
$200. In a similar vein the prices for the 1804 C-8, the most common spiked chin, ranged 
from $250 in VF to $850 in AU. Clearly many young collectors with limited resources would 
think twice before they would start a collection of half cents by variety. 

The truly scarce coins such as the 1793, 1799 and 1804 cents and the 1793, 1796 
and 1802 half cents have always been expensive. But the high prices for the common 
coins, which form the core of most collections, are not a positive development for the early 
copper segment of the hobby. In this respect, EAC has done its job too well . There are 
now more collectors chasing early copper than ever before, and the supply of coins 
available is virtually static. 

Given that we live in a free market society (and I would not have it any other way), 
there is little that we can do about these high prices. My only suggestion, for which I have 
caught a lot of flak through the years, has been for advanced collectors to refrain from 
accumulating die states. When there is a limited number of coins in existence, the need for 
one person to own as many as 16 examples of one variety (e.g. 1804 C-6) only makes it 
harder for the less affluent die variety collector to own just one piece. 
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For my part, I have almost abandoned my half cent collection, and have turned to 
politically oriented Hard Times tokens. Civil War tokens and 19**’ century presidential 
campaign medalets. Many of those items are made of copper or brass, and their prices are 
closer to my ability to pay. They also have offered me an unique, tangible way to examine 
the issues and passions that drove our forefathers to settle the western United States, fight 
the Civil War, and forge new political parties and coalitions. 

In other matters, I applaud the opinions that Dan Demeo and Bill Noyes expressed in 
their letters concerning the ANS, Sheldon and Naftzger controversy. If any segment within 
the numismatic community could be called “elitists,” the Broadway Bullies at the ANS 
deserve that title. For many years these people have looked down upon those of us, who 
do not collect ancient coins, as second class citizens. Now, when they smell blood and 
money in the water, their renewed interest in what they had considered to be the backwater 
of their collections inspires nothing but contempt. 

Good luck Mr. Naftzger. I and I hope a majority of the EAC membership support you 
in your fight for justice. 


PETE SMITH WRITES, 

I am writing to express appreciation for the articles in Penny-Wise by Craig Sholley 
and specifically for “How Many Cents in a Keg” in the November issue. Most numismatic 
research consists of reading everything previously published in the numismatic literature. 
This information may be analyzed and digested with new conclusions but it is unusual to 
turn up something really new. The letters found in the National Archives may have been 
part of the public record for 150 years or more but it was Sholley who found them, 
recognized their importance, and passed on the information to readers of P-W. 

On another matter, Red Henry was the only reader of the November 1 5, 1 998, issue 
of Penny-Wise, who successfully identified the “1863 Small Date Large Cent” as a pattern 
for three cent coinage.* The coin is from Remy Bourne’s collection of three-cent patterns. 

The black and white reproduction fails to show the “flash” of the image seen in color, 
and even that picture fails to catch the luster and cartwheel seen on the actual coin. In the 
copper, it has the appearance of a high grade copper cent. 

The three cent pattern was based on a proposed weight of 144 grains since the cent 
weighed 48 grains. The previously circulating large cents weighed 168 grains. It is 
fortunate that the design was not adopted. Imagine the confusion if a three cent coin 
circulated that looked so similar to the cents that had been withdrawn in 1857. 

‘Editor’s Note: See Steve Carr’s letter, to follow. 


* * * 
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STEVE CARR writes, 

I am just now getting around to sending off the Talking Beginners column for 
January P-W . Hope I am not too late . . . 

In regard to Pete Smith’s inquiry about an 1863 large cent (p 432, Vol XXXII, No. 6), 
there is a 3 cent pattern that uses this obverse. It is Judd 319. Perhaps a 1 cent pattern 
was also made? 

Also, some food for thought. A person I know started collecting large cents about 
ten years ago. When he started, he collected only VF or better coins and he photographed 
each coin he bought. Until three years ago, he continued to collect and photograph coins. 
Then, he started trading some of his doubles. He even sold some of his coins, including a 
few of his better ones. He never, however, took any of the photos out of his collection. 

He died two years ago and his widow was left with his coins and photographs. She 
knew nothing about his coins and asked for some help in sorting out his collection. She 
took the coins to a dealer, who suggested the coins be sold at auction. This was done. 
After the auction, she showed a large cent specialist the photos. He was shocked, as he 
had been at the auction and there were many photos of coins that were not included in the 
auction. The widow, confused, contacted the dealer, wanting to know what had happened. 

In the end, the case went to court. A verdict has not been rendered yet. 

Sound familiar? 

Editor’s Note : Steve’s column was too late to include in this issue; but you can look 

forward to seeing it in March. 


JOHN HENINGER WRITES, 

I have been a member of E.A.C. less then a year but have been a serious collector 
most of the last 30 years (although there was a period of little activity in the mid 70s to early 
‘80s). I have had some interest in large cents and half cents for a good while, having gotten 
Penny-Whimsy in the ‘60s. I have collected and studied a number of other areas of early 
coins, mainly Bust and Seated coins. I am at present concentrating on early copper and 
especially half cents. I like this organization and the publication very much. It is the best 
publication I know of on any area of coin collecting and study. 


E. LARRY KNEE writes, 

I don’t believe that the “E” in your name, nor the “E” in my first name, nor the “E” in 
EAC stands for that awful “E-name” we are being called by some in Region 8. But I do 
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sense a fundamental problem with our EAC Sale, and I believe I have a simple solution. 

Tom Reynolds states that $7500 was spent printing and mailing the sale catalog. 
These costs seem very reasonable to me, but I don’t think these should be considered 
convention costs! They are membership costs l 

Everyone gets a catalog and I believe that everyone wants a catalog. So - charge 
these costs to the membership like P-W costs. So this increases dues $5 - So what !? 

What do we want in return? About 100 lots in the sale of coppers in the $20 to $100 
range. So you might lose 10 members because of higher dues, but I think you will find 
much greater interest in the EAC Sale on the part of a bunch of other members. 

If I had the money I could buy hundreds of high grade copper pieces, but I ask you - 
where are those pretty VG’s? In the strong hands of vour average cooper collector . 
Besides, such coins have greater historical value - they actually circulated. 

If, on the other hand, we printed fancy catalogs like Superior, you would have to 
charge extra for anyone wanting a catalog, and those extra costs would be convention 
costs. Please don’t do this ! 

The change in bookkeeping I suggest is called “creative accounting.” It’s something 
you learn to do after spending 38 years in the field. But you don’t learn it in school. You 
learn it to survive. 


CHUCK HECK WRITES, 

I have two 1794 Large Cents in my collection that have “blundered” edges. One is 
an S-51 and the other an S-55. Both coins have edge lettering that reads “ONE HUNDRED 
A DOLLAR” where the word “FOR” overlaps with the letters “DRE” in “HUNDRED”. 

Exactly 10 mm from the end of the leaf is a thin triangular rim depression of 
approximately 4 to 5 mm in length on the bottom edge. These depressions are too exact to 
be outside damage. My guess is that they were imparted at the time of edge lettering. 

Could any of you who collect the 94’s please look for similar markings and let me 
know. I plan to show and share all this information with Dan Trollan who is already studying 
various edge blunders in the 94’s. 

You can contact me at PO Box 298, Bohemia, NY 11716. Many Thanks!!! 


*★***■**★★**** 
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SWAPS AND SALES 


EAC'ers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. Ads up to twelve 
lines are free. ADS LARGER THAN 12 LINES MUST BE SUBMITTED CAMERA-READY, AND 
PAID IN ADVANCE. Due to increased production costs, effective immediately, a full page ad is 
$100. Graphic and halftone setup is an additional $60 per page. One third page is $35. Ads 
should be limited to early American Coppers or tokens. Deadline for material to appear in the 
March 15, 1999 issue is February 28, 1999. All ads must include the individual membership 
number of a current member in good standing. Copy should be sent to the Editor, Harry E. 
Salyards, 606 North Minnesota Avenue, Hastings, NE 68901. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE : 

Early American Coppers, Inc. publisher of Penny-Wise , does not examine any of the material 
advertised in Penny-Wise , nor does it review any of the advertising therein. Early American 
Coppers, Inc. assumes no responsibility or liability for any advertisement (or the material 
described therein) and no party shall have recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All 
transactions arising or relating to any advertisement in Penny-Wise shall strictly be between the 
parties thereto. Complaints concerning advertisers (or respondents) should be referred to the 
President of Early American Coppers, Inc.; complaints may result in abridgement, suspension, 
or terminations of membership or advertising privileges. 

************* 


What others think of "The CENT Book" JOHN D. WRIGHT. EAC #7 

MARK KLEIN: The CENT Book is all I'd dreamed it could be and more. Reading it is like 
enjoying a personal chat with John. 

RICHARD STRILEY: Being a novice on large cents I found a number of other books 

confusing and hard to read. I have Adams, Breen, Grellman, Newcomb, Noyes, and 
Sheldon, but yours is the best. 

JULES REIVER: Your book is wonderful. This is the first coin book I have ever seen which 
can be used to attribute coins without having my coins available for checking. Your 
pictures are so sharp that they make attributing an absolute pleasure. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book" ad in this section. 


******★**★★■*★ 


What others think of “The CENT Book”; Mabel Ann Wright, EAC #78 

TOM DELOREY: I especially like the historical notes at the beginning of each date. It lends a 
warm, human touch that is missing from most numismatic literature published since 
Sheldon. 

WARREN LAPP: I can see now why it took so long to get it into print. John didnDt leave out a 
thing. I am amazed at the photos. The book is perfect in every way, which is what I 
would expect from JDW. 

HERB SILBERMAN: Your book is beautiful! I congratulate you on the content. 

TONY CARLOTTO: The CENT Book is fantastic. The year-by-year history is a very nice touch 
and keeps you reading. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See “The CENT Book" ad in this section. 
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WILLIAM C. NOYES, EAC #363 

Forget what the others have said, the experts have spoken -- the Noyes books won the 1992 
(U.S. Large Cents 1793 - 1814 . $130) and 1993 (U.S. Large Cents 1816 - 1839 . $105) Early 
American Coppers Literary Awards -- Accept no imitations! Order both today for $195 postpaid. 
Now also available: the newest Noves’ Encyclopedia of Large Cents 1793 Sheldon-1 through 
1796 Sheldon-91, for $65 postpaid. 

Order from ; Lithotech - Noyes, 1600 W. 92nd St., Minneapolis, MN 55431 

************* 


BOB GRELLMAN, EAC #575 P.O. Box 951988 Lake Mary, FL 32795 - 1 988 

(407) 321 - 8747 

For Sale: Deluxe hardbound copies of the Attribution Guide for United States Large 
Cents 1840 - 1857 . The reference for attributing late date large cents. 

Autographed on request. $70, postpaid. 

Attribution Service: I offer an attribution service for late date large cents. I will attribute your 

cents for $1 each plus return postage. This charge includes crud removal when 
necessary, and I’ll include my opinion as to sharpness and net grades, if requested. 
No quantity limit, fast service, lifetime guarantee. 

Want Lists: Send me your want lists for late date cents. I can help. 


************* 


JERRY BOBBE, EAC #184 P.O. Box 25817 Portland, OR 97298 

(503) 626-1075 

Madness, intrigue, political struggle, power, greed ... is it another pre-auction collusion 
session? Noil It’s a series of early coppers that weaves one though the dawn of the Industrial 
Revolution and American Independence, the French Revolution, the political and social ills of 
Britain, and the lives of the elite and the commoner. BRITISH TOKENS! Send for your free 
copy of The Token Examiner, the world’s most informative and entertaining price list of the 1 8*^ 
Century Aconder@ series. Superb quality, great rarities, bizarre die states, errors, trial pieces 
and patterns our specialty. This series has it all; and with the exception of expensive US related 
colonials (i.e., Washington pieces. Theatre at New York, et al), at prices not seen by large cent 
collectors for over half a century! 


TOM REYNOLDS, EAC #222 


************ 


PO Box 24529 


Omaha, NE 68124 
(402) 895 - 3065 


1800 S-207 R3+ F15 $1125 Brown with smooth surfaces. Some minor circ. Marks. 

Tiny rev. rim bruise at 10:00. Old, short scratch at end 
of left stem. Tied for CC#12. A+ 

1802 S-237 R2 AU50 3900 Brown with choice surfaces. Ancient, faint pin scratch 

on jaw. Some minor circ. Marks. Typical striking 
weakness at RTY, forehead, eye and leaves below 
ICA. Late die state. Tied for CC#6. Removed from an 
NGC holder graded AU55. A++ 

SEND NAME AND ADDRESS TO RECEIVE FREE PRICE LISTS. 
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WANTED 1796 HALF CENT 


Interested in purchesing s 1796 Hsif Cent for my collection. Looking for a decent example in 
average condition, ranging in grade from VG-8 to VF-20. I would expect a coin in average 
condition to have nice color and surfaces. Preferably the contact marks should be consistent 
with the coin’s sharpness grade, that is, not of such severity as to require a deduction in grading 
points. Please, no coins with problems. Call or write with detailed description and asking price. 
Foil pressing and/or photo would be much appreciated. I am a cash buyer and will pay top 
dollar for a nice piece. It’s time to convert your duplicate 1796 into $10,000 - $20,000 in cold 
cash (actually a certified check). Office (713) 853 - 3850; Home (281) 363 - 9522. 

Mark Hays, EAC 1785 51 Wild Meadow Court The Woodlands, TX 77380 


************* 


1826 

1829 

1831 

1838 

1839 

1842 

1843 


; LORING 

, EAC #1 1 

PO Box 363 


New York, NY 

10101 

N4 

MS-60+ 

$ 1 ,750 

1845 

N5 

MS-63 

$ 1,250 

N9 

XF-40 CC-4 

4,000 

1846 

N6 

MS-63 

1,000 

N3 

PF-60+ 

10,500 

1847 

N6 

MS-63 

1,000 

N10 

MS-60+ 

1,000 

1848 

N21 

MS-63+ 

1,350 

N8 

MS-63 

2,000 

1849 

N22 

MS-65/65 

1,750 

N8 

MS-63 

1,500 

1855 

N9 

Strong knob MS-63 

1,250 

N14 

PF-60+ 

8,500 

******* 

* * * * 

* * 



PUNCHARD. EAC #263 

8600 Queen Avenue So. 

Bloomington, MN 

55431 


(612) 888- 1079 


FOR SALE; 

Penny-Wise Vol. I through Vol. X complete in custom folders. 
57 original or early reprints. Price $675.00 includes shipping. 


************* 


KEN STONEBRAKER, EAC #3454 2609 Wilkens Avenue Baltimore, MD 21223 

Penny-Wise Back Issues for Sale 1 2 issues $ 40.00 postpaid 

PW issues 82 thru 93 (Jan 1981 thru Nov 1982) 12 issues 40.00 postpaid 

PW issues 106 thru 119 (Jan 1985 thru Mar 1987) 14 issues 46.00 postpaid 

All three sets as above $1 20.00 postpaid 

(Issues #120 thru current issue must be ordered from EAC 
Depending on response to this ad, I hope to offer earlier issues next year. 

************* 
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ALAN V. WEINBERG, EAC 1899 


23321 Aetna 


Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
(818) 348-3749 


I am interested in acquiring ANY 1793 Wreath Cent (except S-6) in choice, true EF-40 to AU-58 
(not “slab grade”). Well struck, good color, flawless fields, no rim dings. I will pay CQR “choice” 
+++. 

Also want 1652 Massachusetts colonial silver coinage - Oak & Pine Tree. EF-40 or better, full 
undipped flan, well-struck and problem free. Particularly need OT 6 and 3 pence. 

I also collect “Old West” and “Deep South” old saloon and military fort trade tokens, silver Indian 
Peace and pre-1900 American historical gold and silver medals. 

************* 


GREG AND LISA HEIM, EAC #33619 PO Box 7652 North Brunswick, NJ 08902-7652 
(732) 297 - 8661 from 1 0 AM - 1 0 PM ET E-mail; glrheim@erols.com 

WANTED: Library of Coins Large Cent albums without writing and preferably new, although 

slight wear is OK. Also interested in any Wayte Raymond Half Cent or Large Cent pages. 
Contact us with your asking price. 


************* 


COUNTERSTAMPED LARGE CENTS WANTED 

For my personal collection, which I have been gathering since 1955, I desire to purchase 
counterstamped large cents of all dates with the names and addresses of individuals, or 
individuals and their specialties, merchants, political slogans, and motifs. At this point, I am not 
interested in stray initials, numbers, or names that cannot be identified as to geographical 
location or trade. I would be pleased to make an offer for coins submitted to me, or invite you to 
send them on approval with an invoice. I am not looking for any bargains and will pay any 
reasonable price, as they are not for resale. Please let me hear from you. All correspondence 
will be answered. 

David Bowers, EAC #204 
do Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 

Box 1224, Wolfeboro, NH 03894 

************* 


PHIL FU^NAGAN, EAC #425 PO Box 1288 Coupe, WA 98239 

(360) 678 - 0224 

BRITISH TOKENS of the 1 8*^ century form a fascinating series of mostly copper coins that 
incorporate many ties with the United States. In general, this series of mostly half pence is of a 
similar size to U.S. Large Cents. However, I must point out that this British series usually 
appears in better condition AND cheaper than our Large and Half Cents. Since we take the 3 
major credit cards AND have a 21 day return policy, there’s absolutely NO RISK! TRY US! 
Send for our free list listing hundreds of these beautiful coppers from FINE to PROOF. We also 
have many books on the subject which I’m sure you’ll agree, makes collecting much more fun 
and interesting. Call me right now at 1 -800-613-8731 for your copy! 

************* 
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H. CRAIG HAMLING, EAC #867 


174 Route 62 


Westtown, NY 10998 


US Cents Mail Bid is pleased to announce that Sale #3 which closes on January 30, 1999 is 
currently on line at our website w-ww.uscents com . 

We are also pleased to announce that we are currently accepting consignments for our fourth 
sale which will close on Saturday, April 17, 1999. The lots in this sale will be available for 
viewing at our table at the EAC convention in Cincinnati and can be delivered there to 
successful bidders. For a printed catalog or for consignment information, write to me at the 
address above, or send Email to me at consiqn@uscents.com . Feel free to call me at 914 - 
355 - 4507 to discuss consigning or bidding. 

************* 


GARY A. TRUDGEN, EAC #1889 1729 Terrace Drive Vestal, NY 13850 


FOR SALE: 1787 CONNECTICUT COPPER - Miller 37.14 - cc.2 

VG/F. Draped bust left, high R-6, ET-LIR variety. Very scarce and seldom offered. Neither die 
is known in any other combination. Olive brown, lightly porous surfaces. Struck from non- 
parallel dies resulting in a weak legend from 12 to 3 o’clock on the obverse and from 3 to 6 
o’clock on the reverse. The date does not show because of the strike. $1 15.00 

Send for a free list of colonial and state coppers. 


************* 


ROBERT ZAVOS, EAC #2502 1 007 Savannah Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15221 


Am Num Society America’s Copper Coinage 1783 - 1857; CAC 1984; hb $25 

Bourne 9/12/97 Dick Punchard EAC Literature Library Sale; nice copy; xpr 20 

Bowers & Merena 10/1/80 Garrett III, HB, new; pr; Colonial and State Coinage (major NJ reference) 35 

3/25/81 Garrett IV, HB: new; pr; Washington, Indian Peace Medals, Am Medals 
10/12 - 13/87 Norweb Collection I; Half Cents, early US type, gold. Colonial & State; pr 25 
Crosby, Sylvester Early Coins of America ; 1965 Tkn Med Soc Reprint; 378p fine condition 15 

Lapp & Silberman US Large Cents 1793 - 1857 : 1975 Quarterman; 647p dj nice copy 25 

Pine Tree 2/15/75 EAC Convention Sale; outstanding Connecticuts; cat. by Breen; nice; pr 35 

Stacks 12/8/83 John L. Roper, 2^ Colonial & Early Am Coins; pr 65 

Stacks 3/16-17/88 Herman Halpern; sm spine tear else nice, pr, $12, another near new: 20 

Superior M29I89 Jack Robinson Collection of Large Cents & Half Cents; new; sub; pr 35 

$3 postage/order; Free list of EAC related auction catalogues and books; Rzavos@,worldnet.att net 


************* 


HENRY T. HETTGER, EAC #2349 PO Box 2018 Arlington, VA 22202 

(703) 979-1942 


1787 Conn. Copper M. 33. 3-W.1 GD/AG $ 35 

1800 VF-25 Slate color, glossy 165 

1808 VG Smooth brown, rotated reverse 40 

1794 S-19a R5 FR-02 New edge error, D after D, smooth, ex B & M 395 

1806 S-270 EF-45/40 Some minor verdigris, lovely obverse, ex B & M 1,350 

1853 N-14 Bold ORB EF-45 Medallic chocolate, exceptional strike 160 

1857 N-1 Well struck light brown, ex auction as MS-64 350 

Postage, any order, $3.00. 
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Penny-Wise on CD-ROM (Version 2) 


JON LUSK, EAC #351 

• Contains ail 30 years (1 967 - 1 996) 

• Contains all EAC auctions with prices realized entered alongside lot description 
(includes Bill Noyes color photos for ’83 thru ’87) 

• Easier variety searching. 

• Windows/DOS/Mac compatible Cost; $117.00 

Shipping & handling 4.00 

Credit for returning old Version 1 CD-ROM - (-$40.00) 

New member credit if joined in last 6 months (-$1 0.00) 

Send to; Digital Dynamics Total 

3055 Plymouth Rd. 

Ann Arbor, Ml 48105 Check one; 

(734)995-2400 Q DOS / Windows Q Mac 


REQUEST FOR CONTRIBUTIONS 

Dear EAC Member, 

In April 1999, we will be privileged to have the EAC National Convention come to 
the Cincinnati, Ohio area within the North Central EAC Region. We hope you will take 
advantage of the opportunity to attend this convention, which promises to be the largest - 
ever EAC Convention because of our geographic location within the population center of 
EAC. With several hundred EAC members in attendance including EAC Officers, dealers 
in US copper, experts, authors, exhibitors, researchers, etc., there is so much which can 
be learned about production, valuations, grading, attribution, and history of US Colonials, 
Half Cents, Large Cents, and Hard Times tokens. 

DURING THE PAST 16 YEARS, A KEY FEATURE OF OUR CONVENTION HAS 
BEEN THE THURSDAY EVENING RECEPTION WHERE MEMBERS CAN MEET WITH 
ONE ANOTHER IN AN INFORMAL SETTING. IT HAS BECOME CUSTOMARY FOR 
EAC MEMBERS WISHING TO ACT AS HOSTS TO MAKE DONATIONS TOWARD THE 
FOOD AND DRINKS SERVED DURING THE RECEPTION. YOUR DONATION CAN 
HELP MAKE THE RECEPTION A VERY ENJOYABLE EXPERIENCE FOR ALL. 

Checks can be made payable to “EAC Convention 1999” and mailed to EAC, PO 
Box 15782, Cincinnati, OH 45215. 

THANK YOU, 

Rod Burress 

General Chairman 
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Catonsville Early Copper, EAC#4331 PO Box 21 169 Catonsville, MD 21228 

eac433 l@aol.com (410) 788-7546 


1794 

S51 

R5- 

VG10/G5 

Smooth steel grey surfaces, small dig by ear, weak reverse 

$249 

1795 

S73 

R5- 

VG7/G5-r 

Average chocolate surfaces, two small scratches on bust 

$389 

1796 

S85 

R5+ 

F12/VG7 

Dark steel grey surfaces, unifonn moderate roughness 
obverse & reverse 

$425 

1796 

S95 

R6 

F12/VG8 

Fairly smooth chocolate obverse, light uniform roughness on 
reverse 

$1,495 

1796 

SlOO 

R6- 

VF35/VG8 

Glossy tan and chocolate obverse with numerous small 
marks, moderate unifonn roughness on reverse, CC #9, 
certified, by Del Bland 

$1,396 

1796 

Sill 

R5- 

VF20/VG10 

Glossy chocolate surfaces, rim ding by date, couple of other 
smaller rim dings, overall very nice, ex. Jack Robinson 

$795 

1796 

Sill 

R5- 

VF20/VG8 

Glossy steel grey with a couple of moderate size pits at base 
of bust and E in LIBERTY, scattered very light pitting 
elsewhere 

$579 

1796 

S116 

R5-^ 

VF30/VG8+ 

Smooth glossy Chocolate surfaces, heavy pitting near obv 
rim from 1 :00 to 3:00, and near rim on reverse 

$825 

1797 

S143 

R5 

XF40/VG8 

Smooth steel grey bust area, fields have uniform porosity 
crust 

$625 

1798 

S150 

LDS 

R5 

VG8/VG8 

Super smooth glossy tan surfaces, no problems, a very choice 
coin, ex. Doug Bird 

$795 

1798 

S177 

R5 

F12/VG8 

Choice smooth tan surfaces, dramatic planchet flaw across 
top of reverse, very nice! 

$429 

1798 

S180 

R6- 

F15/VG8 

Glossy steel grey surfaces with uniform roughness on 
obverse & reverse 

$990 




112 Large Cent Collectors Have Joined the Early-Date Report! 

Are you among them? If not, YOUR COLLECTION IS WANTED! You have until 
January 20th, 1999 to list or update your collection in time for our next edition. There 
is no cost to join. The second edition of EDR will be published on JANUARY 31 ST! 

EDR now lists 112 collections with over 15,000 specimens. Only EDR members 
receive copies of the report. Your privacy and security are assured, and no part of your 
address is published in any form. To join us, just send for a collection listing sheet, or send 
any neat list giving the net grade of the best example of each 1 793-1 814 variety in your collection. Collectors 
joining after January 20th will receive a copy of the second edition as long as the supply lasts. Submissions 
are acknowledged promptly, and your updates, inquiries, and comments are welcome any time. 

The Early-Date Report - Red Henry, EAC#3718 ■ P.O. Box 2498 - Winchester, Va. 22604 

fax (540)877-2422 - redhenry@visuallink.com 



GRANT REED, EAC #42 1 1 860 Club Chase Lane 

Phone: 770-642-7092 


Roswell,GA 30076 
Fax; 770-640-0122 


1797 

S-130 

R2 

GD6 

Net GD 5 $ 60 


1846 

N-14 

R2 

VF25 

NetVF20 $200 

LDS CC #4 of 5 known 

1847 

N-7 

R2 

VF25 

NetVF20 $200 

3 orb’s 5'*’ of 7 known 




* * * * 
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COM 


All Co pper, All T h e Time 


We are pleased to announce our first: 

"A T" E AC Mail Bid Sale 

This will be an EAC member only sale, 
Which will close at 5:00pm Saturday April 17, 1999. 


We are presently accepting consignments for this sale. 
A few of the lots already consigned to this sale: 



1793 S-llc 



1794 S-31 



1795 S-78 


1796 S-91 



1797 S-125 



1798 S-181 



1803 S-250 


Lots will be available for viewing at our table, and in our fully illustrated cata\og. 
Bids will be accepted on-line at www.USCents.com, by mail and by phone. 

Lots will be available for pick-up the next morning at our table or 
If you are not at the EAC convention, we will mail your lots to you on Monday the 19th. 

For a FREE Catalog write: For Consignment Information write: 

Dan Argyro EAC#3647 H. Craig Hamling EAC#867 

POBOX 1463 174 Rt62 

Buffalo, NY 14215 Westtown, NY 10998 
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It Makes “Cents” to Attend the 
Superior Stamp & Coin 
February 1999 Pre-Long Beach Coin Auction 

Memory cannot recall as many scarce, rare and very rare Large Cents being offered 
at one time, and in such high grade. For example, our sale will include: 



1799/8 Draped Bust Laige Cent 

SHELDON-188 

PCGS graded About Uncirculated 53 
Finest Known 


1800/79 Draped Bust Laige Cent 

SHELDON- 194 

NGC graded Mint State 62 
Second Finest Known 



1807 Draped Bust Laige Cent “Cornet^’ 

SHELDON-271 

PCGS graded Mint State 65 RB 
Equal Finest Known 




1807/6 Draped Bust Laige Cent 

SHELDON-272 

PCGS graded About Uncirculated 55 
Finest Known 


1807/6 Draped Bust Laige Cent 

SHELDON-273 

PCGS graded Mint State 66 Red 
Finest Known 


1812 Classic Head Laige Cent 

SHELDON-290 

PCGS graded Mint State 65 RB 
Finest Known Outside a Museum 


This is just a sample of the nearly 500 Half Cents and Large Cents we have to offer in our February 8, 9, 10, 1999 
Pre-Long Beach Coin Auction. We cannot list them all, but there are many, many more high condition census 
pieces, especially in the Sheldon Series 1793-1814. Many of these are in high Mint State condition. 


Please call with any inquiries and we will be happy to help you 

Call 800-421-0754 or Send for a catalogue today! 


Superior Stamp ^ Coin 

9478 WEST OLYMPIC BOULEVARD 
BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA 90212-4246 
TEL (310) 203-9855 / (800) 421-0754 
FAX (310) 203-0496 
INTERNET www.superiorSC.com 


Half Cents and Large Cents sold in association 
with McCawley-Grellman Auctions, Inc. 


SUPERIOR 

McCawley-Grellman 




Mark E. Goldberg 


COIN AUCTION CATALOGUE ORDER FORM 


□ PLEASE SEND ME SUPERIOR'S FEBRUARY 1999 PRE-LONG BEACH 
COIN AUCTION CATALOGUE ($15 U S. /$30 OUTSIDE U S.) 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 

CHARGE MY: 


a VISA 


STATE ZIP CODE 
□ MasterCard □ American Express 


ACCOUNT NO. 


EXPIRATION DATE 


SIGNATURE 

CHECK, CREDIT CARD OR MONEY ORDER ACCEPTED FOR CATALOGUE 
PURCHASES. CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ADD 8.25% SALES TAX. PW452 


TOTAL ENCLOSED 


© COPYRIGHT 1999. A-MARK AUCTION GALLERIES, INC. BONDED CALIFORNIA AUCTIONEERS. A-MARK AUCTION GALLERIES, INC. NO. 146637300697 MARK E. GOLDBERG NO. 146637300699. 
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Give him/her a 

%^^S<PECIAL gi‘FT 


SPECIAL to Current EAC Members 

$100 Postpaid 

(List Price $125 Postpaid) 

Or Get An Autographed Copy 
Direct from the Author 

John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Dr. 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 


i; 


BOURSE CONTRACT 

EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS INC. ANNUAL CONVENTION APRIL 15-18, 1999 


Where: Drawbridge Inn & Convention Center 
2477 Royal Dr 
Ft, Mitchell, KY, 41017 
Phone 606-341-2800 


1-75 & Buttermilk Pike 
Exit #186 7 miles south of 

Cincinnati, Ohio, on 1-75 


Hours: Friday SAM to dealers with tables 9AM General Admission Close 5PM 
Saturday 9AM to 5PM to all 

Sunday - opens following EAC general meeting Close 2PM 

Furnished: 6 foot table Including one case & one light plus backup 

table, 4 chairs, electric hook-up, and table cover 


Corner table (2-6 foot tables) Including two cases & 2 lights 
(Quantity of corner tables limited - first come basis.) 

(Extra cases and lights may be ordered - see below) 


Security: A security area will be provided for storage of goods from 4PM 

Thursday till 9AM Friday and will not be available at other times. 
General security in the bourse area will be furnished continuously 
from SAM Friday till 3PM Sunday. 

By your signature hereon you release Early American Coppers Inc, 
Paul Padget Associates, and the Drawbridge and their respective 
officers, employees, committee members, volunteers, or sub- 
contractors, from any claim for loss or damage, and whether to 
persons or property, sustained in connection with this event. 

Bourse Assistant or Sharing Dealer: Must be listed on the application. 

Limit one per 6 ft table two per Corner Table 
(Immediate family excluded from these rules) 

Table location: Will be decided by random number drawing. Bourse committee 
will locate pairs of dealers who wish to be next to each other if 
at all possible. This request must be stated on the application. 

EAC Dealer Display Policy: It is EAC precedent that your display consist 
largely of early copper and related - Colonials, Half Cents, 

Large Cents, and tokens (Hard Times, Conders, etc). 

Sales Tax: Kentucky sales tax officials will probably hand out forms for 
you to mail in with sales tax remittance for your retail sales. 


Company Name: 

Your Name (print) 

(Signature) 

Address 


bourse assistant or sharing dealer 
(one per 6ft two per corner) 


City State Zip 

Telephone 

Bourse Fee $ ($150 6ft $240 corner) 

Extra cases $ ($10 each) Must order with this application to guarantee 

Extra lights $ ($5 each) Must order with this application to guarantee 

Total $ Make check payable to 'EAC 1999' and mail to Paul Padget 

7641 Reinhold Drive, Cincinnati, Ohio, 45237. Phone 
513-821-2143 (Weekdays 9AM-5PM) Fax 513-821-3618 


REFUNDS WILL BE MADE IF YOU NEED TO CANCEL BY MARCH 25TH. FOR 
CANCELLATIONS AFTER MARCH 25TH, REFUNDS WILL BE MADE IF TABLE CAN BE RESOLD. 
IT IS EXPECTED THAT WE WILL BE SOLD OUT, SO YOUR CHECK AND APPLICATION MUST 
BE ON HAND IN ORDER THAT A TABLE WILL BE RESERVED FOR YOU. LIMIT ONE TABLE 
(REGULAR OR CORNER) PER PERSON UNTIL AFTER MAR 25, THEN EXTRA TABLES IF 
AVAILABLE WILL BE SOLD TO THOSE WANTING THEM. 


RESERVATION REQUEST 

^^^awbrid0^e ^nn and Convention Center 

2477 Royal Drive 
1-75 & Buttermilk Drive 
Ft. Mitchell, KY 41017 

We are pleased you will be staying with us. Our staff will be prepared to extend a warm southern welcome. To 
guarantee your reservation for late arrived (after 6:00 p.m.), please enclose a check or money order for the first 
night's stay or indicate a complete credit card number. Don't forget to include the expiration date and your 
signature. 

The Drawbridge Inn can not hold your reservation past 6:00 p.m. without exercising one of the above 
procedures. Deposits will be refunded only if cancellation is received 1 day or at least 24 hours prior to arrival. 


Eairly Aineirxcan Coppers CXub, ApnX 14—18, 1999 

TO RESERVE YOUR ACCOMMODATIONS THIS CARD MUST REACH US BY March 18 ^ 1999 

Please reserve accommodations as indicated below. I understand you cannot ensure exact room location or rate, and in such case a room at nearest location and rate will be reserved. 
CHECK-OUT TIME 1 2:00 NOON. ROOMS USUALLY AVAILABLE BY 3:00 P.M. RENTAL CARS AVAIUBLE ON SITE. 

GARISON BLDG. (Detached) Name 

$55 □ Single - 1 Bed, 1 Person 

$65 □ Double - 1 Bed, 2 Persons 


$78 

$88 

$88 


MAIN BUILDING 

□ Single - 1 Bed, 1 Person 

□ Double - 1 Bed, 2 Persons 


Phone No. i_ 
Address 


_L 


Co. or Organization . 
City 


□ Double - 2 Beds, 2 Persons $ 6 5 □ Double - 2 Beds, 2 Persons 

$10.00 EACH ADDITIONAL PERSON/CHILDREN UNDER 18 FREE IN SAME ROOM. State Zip 

ARRIVAL DATE: — ^ Do You Wish Confirmation □ Yes □ No 

DEPARTURE DATE: _____ Credit Card No. 


Arrival Before 6:00 P.M. □ Yes □ No Expiration Date 

Reservation Guaranteed □ Yes □ No Credit Card Type 

Resenrations Are Released at 6:00 P.M. Unless Payment is Guaranteed or Prepaid. TYPE OF ROOM: □ SMOKING □ NON SMOKING 

NO OTHER DISCOUNTS APPLY TO GROUP RATES/FOR INFORMATION CALL (606) 341 -2800 1 -800-354-9793 (Out of KY.) 1 -800-352-9866 (In KY.) 

* Remember to specify Early American Coppers Convention when making 
reservations. 


* The Drawbridge is a very busy convention center. Get your reservations 

in early, especially for Garison Building! 

* Use credit card or prepay to guarantee your reservation. 

* Luxury rooms and suites are available. . .please inquire. 

* The overall charge to EAC for use of the convention facilities 

depends upon how many sleeping rooms we occupy— 

Please help! 
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249-318 

5 

September 15, 1998 

188 
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“Talking Beginners: Net Grading, Part 2” 347-350 

letter to editor 307 

letters to Internet 52, 238, 303, 378 

Carr, Steve & Pete Smith 

“EAC at Central States” 211 

center dot, definition; Carr 1 13 

cents by date and variety 

1793 Chain (photo); Handing 36-37 

1793 Chain electrotype (photo); Fellage 158 

1793 Gallery Mint copy (photos); Wright 73-77 

1793 Liberty Cap (photo); Handing 38-39 

1793 Liberty Cap electrotype (photo); Fellage 159 

1793 Wreath (photo); Hamling 37-38 

1794 NC-11, cherry; Young 99 

1794 S-24, Apple Cheek (photo); Harrding 39 

1795 lettered edge (photo); Handing 226 

1795 plain edge (photo); Handing 227 

1796 liberty cap (photo): Hamling 227 

1796 NC-3, cherry; Henry 294-295 

1796 NC-8, altered cent (photo); Wright 433-435 

1797 NC-3, cherry; Carr 104 

1842 N-3, delisted/listed; Grellman 181 

1 843 N- 1 8, proof delisted; Grellman 1 8 1 

1 846 N- 1 4, third rim cud; Grellman 181 

1846 N-16, terminal die state; Grellman 181 

1846 N-26, not late state N-13; Grellman 181 

1847 N-4, internal cud break; Grellman 181 

1847 N-7, terminal die state; Grellman 182 

1847 N-1 1, temdnal rim cud; Grellman 182 

1847 N-26, cud over S; Grellman 182 

1847 N-28, three reverse cuds; Grellman 182 

1847 N-34, early die state; Grellman 182 

1847 N-43, unique variety; Grellman 182 

1848 N-10, rim cud; Grellman 182 

1848 N-1 1, three rim cuds; Grellman 182 

1848 N-1 8, strong obverse crack, Grellman 182 

1848 N-27, terminal die state; Grellman 182 

1848 N-29, reverse rim cud; Grellman 182 

1848 N-46, two known; Grellman 183 

1849 N-2 & 3, early die state; Grellman 183 

1849 N-13, delisted; Grellman 183 

1849 N-24, cud breaks; Grellman 183 

1849 N-25, five known; Grellman 183 

1849 N-30, non-proof; Grellman 183 

1850 N-14, late die state; Grellman 183 

1850 N-27, not N-1 1 die state; Grellman 183 

1850 N-28, not N-22; Grellman 183 


1851 N-6, late die state; Grellman 

184 

1851 N-1 9, uncracked obverse; Grellman 

184 

1851 N-3 5, rim cuds; Grellman 

184 

1851 N-43, not N-9; Grellman 

184 

1851 N-44, new variety; Grellman 

184 

1851 N-45, new variety; Grellman 

184 

1852 N-6, large rim cud; Grellman 

184 

1852 N-24, proof-only variety; Grellman 

185 

1853 N-2, two rim cuds; Grellman 

185 

1853 N-16, two rim cuds; Grellman 

185 

1854 N-10, uncracked obverse die; Grellman 185 

1854 N-1 9, uncracked obverse; Grellman 

185 

1854 N-29, not N-26; Grellman 

185 

1854 N-30, five known; Grellman 

185 

1855 N-13, common variety; Grellman 

185 

1856 N-1, rim cud; Grellman 

185 

1863 small date (photo); Smith 

432-433 

Chusid, M. Joseph, letter to editor 

120-121 

Chylinski, Ken 


“Confessions of a Novice” 

105-106 

Clapp - Sheldon - Naftzger; Noyes 

123-129 

cleaning, comments; Loring 

43, 106 

Cleaves, Dave, letter to Internet 

115 

Colbom, Harry W., letter to editor 

118 

Coleman, Rick 


“1831 First Restrike” 

261-264 

“1998 Half Cent Happening” 

26, 93, 197 

“Proofarama ‘98” 

92-93 

“Series VII Restrikes - The Breen Effect” 

396-401 

exhibit, draped bust half cents 

194 

letters to Internet 

52, 452 

Collecting Large Cents 


by “Expanded” Redbook Variety; Saxl 

32-33 

Collecting Large Cents by Library of Coins 


Album Varieties; Hamling 


Part One 

34-39 

Part two 

226-228 

collection reports 


“Discontinuation of ‘The Score’” Meyer 

27-28 

“Early-date Report” Henry 

205-206 

“The Score Continues” Schmidt 

207-208 

colonial happening 


aimouncement; Wierzba 

94 

Complete List of Known Lettered Edge Errors/ 


Blunders on Early Large Cents; Trollan 

10-11 

condition census; Carr 

41-42 

Confessions of a Novice; Chylinski 

105-106 

Connecticut, new variety (photo): Seifrit 

43-45 

A Copper Feeding Frenzy; Henry 

437-439 

Crider, Bob, letter to Internet 

303 

crud removal; Carr 

40-41 

crumbling, definition; Carr 

113 

cud, definition; Carr 

113 

Davisson, Allan, letter to editor 

117 
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Deane, Ed 

obituary for Harry Bass 212 

Deck, Tom, letter to Internet 452 

Definitely One For the Odd & Curious File; Bowser 372 
Delist the 1836 Restrike Half Cent?; Cable 346-347 

Delisting a Famous Die State: 

The Case of Cohen:278; Manley 342-344 

Demeo, Dan 

“Open Letter on the ANS-Seldon-Naftzger 
Controversy” 444-446 

dentil, definition; Carr 113 

die chain, definition; Carr 113 

die state, definition; Carr 113 

Different Strokes for Different Folks; Cable 302-303 

Digital Cameras for P-W and Region 8?; Hart 109-110 

Discontinuation of “The Score”; Meyer 27-28 

Discrepancies in Published Mintage Estimates 

for the Cents of 1795-97; Henry 338-339 

The Doctor Thomas Hall Collection of Sheldon 
Variety Large Cents; Weeks and Vail 
Part I 326-337 

Part II 407-417 

Druzisky, David, letter to Internet 52 

Durasoff, Douglas, letters to Internet 303, 451 

Early American Coppers Club (club activities) 

directory of officers 2, 62, 144, 250, 320, 394 

editor’s award; Red Henry 199, 203 

elections - nominations sought; Ralls 424 

literary award: Tony Carlotto 203 

membership, new candidates 31, 98, 213, 291, 359, 428 
minutes of 1998 EAC-ANA meeting 354-355 

treasurer’s report, 1997 96 

EAC annual meeting (convention) 1998 

addenda to committee report; Boisvert 285 

announcement; Boisvert 25 

committee’s report 194-196 

minutes of annual meeting; Loring 202-204 

report; McCawley and George 186-194 

request for exhibits; Heim 27 

EAC aimual meeting (convention) 1999 

announcement; Burress 358, 424-427 

request for contributions; Burress 427 

EAC atmual meeting (convention) 2000 

aimouncement; Wells 286 

EAC aimual sale, 1998 

report; Reynolds 285 

results 201-202 

EAC annual sale, 1999 

announcement; Reynolds 287-290 

call for consignments; Reynolds 389 

comments; Reynolds 429-430 

status report; Reynolds 359 

Early-Date Report, announcement; Henry 205-206 

Eckberg, Bill, letters to Internet 52, 303, 450 


1831 First Restrike; Coleman 26 1 -264 

The 1856 Copper-Nickel Half Cents; Manley 265-266 
Elam, Leslie, letter to editor 48-49 

Electrotype Fakes of Gallery Mint Copies; Felluge 158-160 
Ellsworth, Steven 

“Butternut Bites; #2 Building a Library” 100-101 
“Butternut Bites: #3; Creating Young Collectors 376-7 
letters to editor 1^2, 382, 456 

letter to Internet ^28 

emission sequence, definition; Carr 1 14 

Everett, Bob 

annual award announced; Sheehan 23 1 

remembrance; McKivor 129-130 

Everhart, Clay 

“Buck’s Room” 224-225 

“EAC Meeting at V,N.A. Show, October 4, 1998 421 

“What if it happened to me? 369 

Examining the Mintage Estimates; Part I - 

The Cents of 1795, 1796 and 1797; Sholley 252-258 
Eye on the Spiked Chin; Wingo 
Part 1 

Part II 78-84 

Family Traditions - In Copper; Knee 222-223 

Fellage, Clifford C. 

“Electrotype Fakes of Gallery Mint Copies” 158-160 

The First Steam Press Coinage; Sholley 402-406 

flow lines, definition; Carr 1 14 

Freidus, Dan, letter to Internet 238 

From the Internet; Smith 

52-53, 115-116, 238-239, 303-305, 378-380, 449-452 
Fugio Coppers, A New Look; Honore’ 297-300 

Fuoss, Dennis, letters to Internet 52, 378, 451 

Gallery Mint 

“A New S-15 ... or a New Variety?”: Wright 73-77 
“A New 1796 Half Cent”; Reynolds 279 

“Electrotype Fakes of Gallery Mint Copies” 158-160 
George, Mike 

“My Road to Half Cent Collecting” 108-109 

Goldberg, Roxanne, letters to Internet 52, 115, 238, 304 

The Great “Should Dealers Stay at Shows 

Until the Close on Sunday” Debate; Kuszmar 101-103 
Grellman, Bob 

“Late Date Large Cents, 1840-57 
A Consolidated List of Major Changes 
to the Attribution Guide” 181-186 

“Regional Meeting at 1998 FUN Convention” 95 

“Southeast Regional Meeting at FUN” 359 

letter to editor 3 12 

Groves, Don, letter to editor 233-234 

half cent happening, 1998 

announcement; Coleman 26, 93 

report, Coleman 19? 

half cent happening, 1999 

announcement; Heim 358 
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half cent, proofs 


“Honest, it only took 5 seconds” 

294-295 

“Proofarama ‘98”; Coleman 

92-93 

“How Much Was a Large Cent Worth? A Trip 

thoughts; Cable 

45 

Back in time: Friday, November 8th, 1811” 

370-371 

half cent subvarieties 


editor’s award 

199 

“Half Cent Subvarieties: A View Point” Rouse 163-5 

letters to editor 121-122, 130, 234, 306-307, 380-381 

“Half Cent Varieties: My View” Yuell 

345 

letters to Internet 238, 304, 378 

“An Open Letter to R. Tettenhorst: 


Hess, Terry, letters to Internet 

52, 115 

Varieties or Subvarieties” Weber 

160-163 

Hettger, Hemy, letter to editor 

307 

“The Terms “Variety” and “Subvariety” 


Hickmott, Bruce, letter to Internet 

115-116 

as Used by Various Authors” Manley 

322-325 

Hoards, Samples, Surveys, and Statistics: 


“Thoughts on Thin Planchet Lettered Edge 


Some Common Sense, Please. : Henry 

70-72 

Half Cents” Manley 

259-260 

Hodder, Michael, letter to Internet 

116 

“Three New Subvarieties of Half Cents 


Holland, Brian, letters to Internet 52, 238, 450 

A Speculation” Tettenhorst 

64-69 

Homren, Wayne’ letter to Internet 

53, 452 

half cents by date and variety 


Honest, It only took 5 seconds; Henry 

294-295 

1794-5, thin planchet, lettered edge; Tettenhorst 64-69 

Honore’, Carl C. 


1802 C-2, light; Hickmott 

115 

“A New Look at the Fugio Coppers” 

297-300 

1804 C-3 (photos); Wingo 

79-84 

How Many Cents in a Keg? Sholley 

431-432 

1809 C-5, delisted die state (photo); Manley 

342-344 

How Much Was a Large Cent Worth? A Trip Back 

1831 first restrike; Coleman 

261-264 

in Time: Friday, November 8th, 1811; Henry 

370-371 

1836 restrike, delist?; Cable 

346-347 

Huszar, Carl 


1856 copper-nickel; Manley 

265-266 

“EAC Meeting at P.A.N.” 94-95, 422-423 

Hall. Dr. Thomas, collection; Weeks and Vail 


If This is April 2nd it Must be Boston; Anderson 

223-224 

Part One 

326-337 

inner circle, definition; Carr 

114 

Part Two 

407-417 

Introduction by the Editor 3-4, 63, 145, 251, 321, 395 

Hamling, H. Craig 


Jones, Chris, photo 

209 

“Collecting Large Cents by Library 


K-numbers, definition; Carr 

114 

of Coins Album Varieties” 34-39, 226-228 

Katz, Martin, letter to Internet 

450 

letter to editor 

382-383 

Keyes, John, photo 

209 

letters to Internet 

304, 378 

The Kitchen Magician’s Guide to Better Coins 


The Happy Waitress; Perkins 

46-47 

Through Chemistry; Boisvert 

295-296 

Hart, Jim 


Kleeberg, John, letter to editor 

232 

“Digital Cameras for P-W and Region 8?” 

109-110 

Knee, Larry 


letter to Internet 

238 

“Family Traditions - In Copper” 

222-223 

Hart, Tom 


“Too Many Stars and Too Ugly?” 

215-217 

letter to editor 

236 

Kolbe, George 


letter to Internet 

451 

obituary for Dr. Charles Ruby 

212 

Harvet, Greg, letters to Internet 

52, 304 

Kopald, Evan, letter to editor 

230-231 

Heim, Greg and Lisa 


Kraljevich, Gail Baker 


“Request for Exhibits at the EAC Convention” 

27 

“Absolutely Not” 

107 

“1999 Half Cent Happening” 

358 

letters to Internet 239, 304, 379 

“Obituary: Robert Schonwalter, EAC #1371” 

428 

Kurtz, Richard, letter to editor 

118 

exhibit. Half Cents and Hard Times Tokens 

194 

Kuszmar, Edward 


letter to editor 

382 

“The Great “Should Dealers Stay at Shows 


letters to Internet 

238, 452 

Until the Close on Sunday” Debate” 

101-103 

Heim, Rosalind, letter to Internet 

238 

Ladies Luncheon at EAC; Beymer 

198 

Henry, Red 


A Lament and a Solution; Saxl 

229 

“Announcing a New Collection List: 


Lange, Dave, letter to editor 

238 

The Early Date Report” 

205-206 

lapped die, definition: Carr 

114 

“A Copper Feeding Frenzy” 

437-439 

large cent happening, 1998 


“Discrepancies in Published Mintage 


announcement; Valentine 

26 

Estimates for the Cents of 1795-97” 

338-339 

report; Valentine 

198 

“Hoards, Samples, Surveys, and Statistics: 




Some Common Sense, Please” 

70-72 
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Late Date Large Cents, 1840-57 

A Consolidated List of Major Changes 


to the Attribution Guide; Grellman 

181-186 

Leitner, Ed, letters to editor 
Leone, Frank 

117, 131 

commentary 

131-132 

Levin, Donna, letter to editor 

237 

Locker, Tom, letter to Internet 

239 

Lonergan, Kevin, letter to editor 
Lorenzo, John P. 

232 

“New Jersey Coppers: Updated Condition Census” 12-17 
Loring, Denis W. 

“ANA ‘98 - DL’s Diary” 

351-354 

“Some Comments on Cleaning” 

43 

“Some Comments on Cleaning 11 - Stirring the Pot” 106 

letters to editor 

305, 455 

letters to Internet 

53, 380 

minutes of 1998 annual meeting 

202-204 

minutes of 1998 EAC- ANA meeting 

354-355 

Lowe, Ken. obituary 
Lusk, Jon 

“What is the Internet 

238 

and What is EAC Doing on It?” 

29-30 

letter to Internet 

304 

Madigan, Tom, letter to editor 

51 

Making Sense; Wright 111-2, 220-1, 300-2, 372-4, 436 

Manley, Ron 

“Delisting a Famous Die State: 

The Case of Cohen:278” 

342-344 

“A Question of Grade” 

“A Survey of Half Cent Weights 

230 

by Date and Planchet Type” 

86-89 

“The 1856 Copper-Nickel Half Cents” 
“The Terms “Variety” and “Subvariety” 

265-266 

As Used by Various Authors” 
“Thoughts on Thin Planchet 

322-325 

Lettered Edge Half Cents” 

“Were 1832-Dated Half Cents Minted 

259-260 

Before the 1831 Originals? 
“Why 1804 C-3’s Mintage 

166-169 

Was Unbroken by 1804 C-4” 

90-91 

letter to editor 

118, 307 

letter to Internet 
McCawley, Chris 

379 

“On the Road to EAC ‘98: CVM’s Diary” 

186-194 

letter to editor 
McGuigan, James R. 

“Why Collect Proof Half Cents? 

233 

The Numbers May Surprise You” 

365-366 

McKivor, Bill, letter to editor 

129-130 

Medhurst, Ray, letter to editor 
meetings, local, area, regional, etc. 

236 

Alaska, August 1997; Pelletier 

28 

ANA Spring Show, report; Schmidt 

210 


Central States, 4-25-98, report: Smith & Carr 211 
FUN, 1-10-98, report; Grellman 95 

FUN, 1-9-99, announcement; Grellman 359 

North Central, 9-12-98, aimouncement; Apelian 286 
North Central, 9-12-98, report; Tomasko 421 

Northern California, 4-25-98, announcement 96 

Northern California, 2-14-98, report; Valentine 209 
P.A.N., 10-25-97, report; Huszar 94-95 

P.A.N., 10-24-98, report; Huszar 422-423 

Sacramento, 4-25-98, report; Valentine 210 

Sacramento Valley, 10-10-98, report; Weeks 422 
Virginia Numismatic Association, 10-4-98, report 421 
Western, 6-5-97, report; Anderson 286-287 

Meyer, Bob 

“Discontinuation of “The Score”” 27-28 

Miller, Robert 

exhibit. Smith cents 194 

Mintages - Oh Really”; Cable 46 

Moore, Philip, letter to Internet 239 

More Thoughts on Proof Half Cents: Cable 45 

mouse, definition, Carr 1 14 

mule, definition; Carr 1 14 

Murray, Bill, letters to editor 232, 308 

My “Expanded” List of Large Cents - 4/98; Saxl 175-176 
My Road to Half Cent Collecting; George 108-109 

My Suggestions for Improving EAC; Rouse 356-357 

Naflzger vs. ANS 

commentary; Demeo 444-446 

commentary: Hart 236 

commentary; Kurtz 118 

commentary; Levin 237 

commentary; Noyes 123-129, 447-448 

commentary; Weinberg 119 

commentary; Wright 118 

letter to membership; Newman 200 

news release; Elam 48-49 

see also: Sheldon, William H 
New Candidates for EAC Membership 

31, 98,213,291,359, 428 
A New Cormecticut Variety?; Seifrit 43-45 

A New Look at the Fugio Coppers; Honore’ 297-300 

A New Member’s Perspective; Saunders 214 

A New S-15 ... or a New Variety?; Wright 73-77 

A “New” 1 796 Half Cent; Reynolds 279 

New Jersey Coppers; Williams 

Maris 6C (photo) 340-341 

Maris 6D (photo) 418-420 

Maris 7E (photo) 85 

Maris 9G (photo) 169-170 

Maris 11. 5G (photo) 280 

Updated Condition Census; Lorenzo 12-17 

Newman, Eric P. 

letter to membership 200 

Noonan, Jeff, letter to Internet 53 
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Noyes, William C. 

“An Update on Naftzger and the ANS Lawsuit” 447-448 


“Clapp - Sheldon - Naftzger” 123-129 

obituaries and death notices 

Apelian, Grace Ann 456 

Bass, Harry: Deane 212 

Lowe, Ken 238 

Ruby, Charles: Kolbe 212 

Schonwalter, Robert; Heim 428, 452 

Williamson, Raymond; Smith 97-98 

Williamson, Raymond; Waddell 30 

The Old Saying Goes; Byrge 219-220 

Open Letter on the ANS-Sheldon Naftzger 

Controversy; Demeo 444-446 

An Open Letter to R. Tettenhorst: 

Varieties & Subvarieties; Weber 160-163 

Open Letter to the Membership; Wells 423 

Packard, Mike 

educational forum, Massachusetts 1787 coinage 195 
exhibit, Massachusetts Cents by Die Variety 194 

pedigree, definition: Carr 1 14 

Pelletier, Skip 

“Alaska Meeting Report” 28 

Penny Wise Shoppe (photo) 306 

Perkins, George 

“The Happy Waitress” 46-47 

Proofarama ‘98; Coleman 92-93 

The “Purple Book”; Warshawsky 367-368 

A Question of Grade; Manley 230 

Ralls, Phil 


“ 1 999 EAC Elections - Nominations Sought” 424 

letter to Internet 452 

The Randall Hoard; Carr 360-364 

Rare 1794 Cent Discovered: Young 99 

Red Book Cross Index; Saxl 171-174 

Reed, Grant, letters to Internet 53, 239, 379 

Rendell, Kenneth W., comments 115 

Retz, Rob 

letter to editor 121 

letter to Internet 452 


Reynolds, Tom 

* “A “New” 1 796 Half Cent” 279 

“1998 EAC Sale” 285 

“1999 EAC Sale” 287-289. 359, 429-430 


Rinaldo, Tom 

educational forum, Massachusetts 1787 coinage 195 


exhibit, Massachusetts Cents by die variety 1 94 

Robinson, Jack, letter to editor 454-455 

Rouse, Ray 

“Half Cent Subvarieties: A View Point” 163-165 

“My Suggestions for Improving EAC” 356-357 

Ruby, Dr. Charles, obituary; Kolbe 212 

Salyards, Harry 


“Book Review: America ’s Money America 's Story” 293 


“Calculating Compound Pleasure” 145, 248 

“EAC Editor’s Award: Bryan “Red” Henry” 199 

“Introduction by the Editor” 3-4, 63, 145, 251, 321, 395 
“William Sheldon Revisited” 3-4 

receives NLG award for extraordinary merit 355 

sampling 

“Sampling, Statistics, 

and Rarity Estimates” Sholley 18-25 

“Some Thoughts on Coin 

Population Sampling” Cable 281-285 

Saunders, Addison W. 

“A New Member’s Perspective” 2 14 

Saxl, Richard H. 

“Collecting Large Cents 

by “Expanded” Redbook Variety” 32-33 

“A Lament and a Solution” 229 

“My “Expanded” List of Large Cents - 4/98” 175-176 

“Red Book Cross Index” 171-174 

Schmidt, Michael 

“EAC Meeting at ANA Spring Show, Cincinnati” 210 
“The Score Continues” 207-208 

letter to Internet 239 

Schonwalter, Robert, obituaries; Heim 428, 452 

The Score (early date collection list) 

continues; Schmidt 207-208 

discontinuation; Meyer 27-28 

Seifrit, George 

“A New Connecticut Variety?” 43-45 

A Sentimental View of the Large Copper Cent 199 

Series VII Restrikes - The Breen Effect; Coleman 396-401 

Sheehan, Tom, letter to editor 23 1 

Sheldon, William 

“William Sheldon Revisited”; Salyards 3-4 

commentary; Apelian 122 

commentary; Chusid 120-121 

commentary; Slife 122 

Sholley, Craig 

“Examining the Mintage Estimates: Part I - 

The Cents of 1795, 1796 and 1797” 252-258 

“The First Steam Press Coinage” 402-406 

“How Many Cents in a Keg?” 431-432 

“Sampling, Statistics, and Rarity Estimates” 18-25 

“Some Common Sense on Statistical 

Sampling and Analysis 177-180 

letter to editor 235-236 

letter to Internet 116 

Slife, Wayne, letters to editor 49-50, 122, 381-382 

Smelser, Ronald, letter to editor 308 

Smith, Pete 

“From the Internet” 

52-53, 115-116, 238-239, 303-305, 378-380, 449-452 

“Raymond H, Williamson 1907-1997” 97-98 


“What is This? (An 1863 Small Date Large Cent?)” 432 
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Smith, Pete and Steve Carr 

“EAC at Central States” 211 

Smythe, Kermit, letter to Internet 239 

Snyder, Randy, photo 209 

Some Comments on Cleaning; Coring 43 

Some Comments on Cleaning II- 

Stirring the Pot; Lx)ring 106 

Some Common Sense on Statistics, 

Sampling and Analysis: Sholley 177-180 

Some More Finds; Carr 103-105 

Some Thoughts on Coin Population Sampling: Cable 281-5 
Stangl. Frank, photo 209 

The Subsequent Pedigrees of the Hays-Phelps 
1794 Large Cents; Weeks and Vail 
Part One 146-157 

Part Two 267-278 

Sullivan, Sully, letters to Internet 53, 449 

A Survey of Half Cent Weights 

by Date and Planchet Type: Manley 86-89 

Switzer, J. Mark 

letter to editor 47-48 

letters to Internet 239,449,451 

Talking Beginners; Carr 40-42 

Abbreviations - Part 1 440-443 

Some definitions 113-114 

Net Grading 217-219 

Net Grading, Part 2 347-350 

T aylor, Don, letter to editor 130-131 

The Terms “Variety” and “Subvariety” 

as Used by Various Authors; Manley 322-325 

Terranova, Anthony 

exhibit, Vermont Coinage 194 

Tettenhorst, R. 

“Three New Subvarieties of Half Cents 
A Speculation” 64-69 

response from Weber 160-163 

letter to editor 455 

Thoughts on Thin Planchet 

Lettered Edge Half Cents; Manley 259-260 

Three New Subvarieties of Half Cents? 

A Speculation; Tettenhorst 64-69 

Tomasko, Joe 

“North Central Regional Meeting Report” 42 1 

Too Many Stars and Too Ugly?; Knee 215-217 

Travis, Bob, photo 209 

Trollan, Dan 

“Adventures of a Crazed ‘94 Cent Collector” 374-375 
“Complete List of Known Lettered Edge Errors/ 
Blunders on Early Large Cents” 10-11 

Turissini, Tom, letter to editor 1 17 

uneven fields, definition; Carr 1 14 

United States Mint, 1792, illustration 60 

An Update on Naftzger and the ANS Lawsuit; Noyes 447-8 
Vail, Bob, photo 209 


Valentine, Jan 


“1998 Large Cent Happening” 

26, 94, 198 

“Northern California Regional Meeting” 

96 

“Report on the Northern California 


Regional EAC Meeting” 

209 

“Report from the Sacramento 


Coin Show EAC Meeting” 

210 

photo 

209 

Valenziano, Don, letter to Internet 

380 

Van Duzen, Ward, letters to Internet 53, 

116, 304, 451 

Waddell, Ron 


“Obituary: Raymond H. Williamson 1907 

-1997” 30 

Wadlington, Jack, letters to Internet 

53, 449 

Walton, Ron, letter to Internet 

449 

Ward, John, letter to editor 

308 

Warshawsky, Jon 


“The “Purple Book”” 

367-368 

letters to editor 

53, 455 

letters to Internet 53, 

239, 380, 450 

Weber, Bill 


“An Open Letter to R. Tettenhorst: 


Varieties & Subvarieties” 

160-163 

Weeks, Edward 


“EAC Meeting at Sacramento Valley Coin Show” 422 

photo 

209 

Weeks, Edward and Bob Vail 


“The Doctor Thomas Hall Collection of 


Sheldon Variety Large Cents” 


Part One 

326-337 

Part Two 

407-417 

“The Subsequent Pedigrees of the 


Hays-Phelps 1794 Large Cents” 


Part One 

146-157 

Part Two 

267-278 

Weinberg, Alan 


exhibit, Massachusetts Silver 

194 

letter to editor 

119 

Wells, March 


“EAC Convention 2000” 

285 

“EAC Convention for 2001-2002” 

97 

“Open Letter to the Membership” 

423 

Were 1832-Dated Half Cents Minted 


Before the 1831 Originals?; Manley 

166-169 

What if it happened to me?; Everhart 

369 

What is the Internet 


and What is EAC Doing on It?; Lusk 

29-30 

What is This? (An 1863 Small Date 


Large Cent?) (photo); Smith 

432-433 
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